Tottenham beats Nottingham Forest 2-1 

England (AP) — An own goal in overtime by England 
defender Des Walker handed Tottenham a record eighth Football 
Association Cup soccer triumph Saturday in a 2-1 victory over Notting- 
ham Forest. In a see-sawing game before 30.000 fans at Wembley, 
Tottenham midfield star Paul Gascoigne was carried off on a stretcher, 
colleague Gary Lineker missed a penalty and another England star. Forest 
captain Stuart Pearce, rifled home a free kick. Paul Steward levelled for 
Tottenham after half time and the game was three minutes into overtime 
when Walker beaded the haJ] inro bis own net for the winner. Ii was a 
thrilling final, watched from the stands by Prince Charles and Princess 
I>iana and on TV by an estimated 600 million people in 100 countries. 
Tottenham's triumph put the North London team into next season's 
European Cupwinners Cup at a time when the dub is in turmoil over Its 
ownership. Manager Teny Venables is uyilig to buy a dub that reportedly 
is S35 mifikm in debt and faced with selling its best players. Defeat for 
Forest meant that its manager, Brian Clough, soil has not won the trophy 
despite guiding the dub to a league championship, two European 
Champions Cup triumphs and the domestic League Cup four times. 
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BAIKONUR COSMODROME { AP) — A Soviet rocket blasted off from 
the desert of Central Asia Saturday, carrying the first Briton into space 
along with two Soviet cosmonauts. The blastoff was right on schedule at 
3:52 p.m. Moscow time (1252 GMT) from ihc Baikonur Cosmodrome in 
Kazakhstan 2,400 kilometres southeast of Moscow. Soviet Television 
interrupted its usual programming for live coverage of the countdown and 
launch. The Briton, 27 -year-old Helen S harm an. won a contest to fly on a 
Soviet space mission. Soviet Television showed her strapped into the 
Soyuz TM-J2 capsule, her face serene, minutes before launch. "We can 
fed gradual acceleration, slight vibration. We are feeling all right. More 
noise... normal, less vibration,” Flight Commander Anatoly Artsebarsky 
reported to ground controllers in a steady voice. Two days after leaving 
Earth and docking with the Mir space station, Artsebarsky and the fellow 
crewman Sergei Krikalev are scheduled to begin five months of repairs 
and other work ar the five-year-old orbiting station. Ms. S barman, a 
former chemist with Man Confectionary Ltd., is expected to spend eight 
days in space performing Soviet medical and agricultural experiments. 
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Ben All denounces 
coup plot 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisian President 
Zine A1 Abdine Ben Ali de- 
nounced on Saturday a plan to 
topple the government, and the 
official press said security forces 
had foiled a plot by Muslim fun- 
damentalists to seize power. Ben 
Ali, in a televised address to 
officials of the ruling Democratic 
Constitutional Ynion party, ac- 
cused unnamed forces of being at 
work to infiltrate and cripple 
state -institutions. “The real 
targets are republican institutions 
and the form of the state itself,” 
he said. The official daily La 
Pre$se said security forces had 
foiled a plot by the outlawed 
Nafadba fundamentalist move- 
ment to take power next Octo- 
ber. Ben Ali described the fun- 
damentahsts’ allies as political 
failures. Political sources said he 
was referring to exiled former 
Prime Minister Mohamed M'zaii 
and former Planning Minister 
Ahmed Ben Salah. They recently 
joined Nahdha’s leader Racbed 
Ghannouchi to accuse the gov- 
ernment of dragging Tunisia into 
violence through repression and 
terror. 

Egyptian president 
arrives in Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak arrived ha 
Turkey Saturday on a one-day 
visit for talks on regional issues 
and bilateral relations, the semi- 
official Anatolian news agency 
said. Mr. Mubarak was greeted ai 
•Ankara’s E&nboga airport by 

Turkish President Turgut Ozal, 
Prime Minister Yildirim Akbnhxt 
and other officials. The Egyptian 
leader leaves Sunday for Syria 
and Libya. He has just completed 
a tour of Itadyy, Luxembourg, | 
Belginm arid France in whicb he 
sought a reduction in Egypt's - 
foreign debt and prospects for a 
Middle East peace conference. 

Turkish police holds 
5 at Kurdish rally 

ISTANBUL (AP) — Police on 
Saturday detained five leftist pro- 
testors during an illegal demon- 
stration in memory of four Kur- 
dish activists who died in prison 
eight years ago. About 200 mem- 
bers of the banned Kurdish 
Workers’ Party gathered at 
Beyazit Square in downtown 
Istanbul, carrying banners and 
photographs of the dead prison-* 
era. The party has been waging a 
separatist war since 1984. The 
demonstrators shouted slogans in 
support of an independent Kur- 
dish state in sou tbeaste m'Turkey 
and set fire to two nuimripal 
vehicles before the police arrived. 

Sharif names first 
woman on his 
cabinet 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
Saturday named a firebrand 
woman politician, Abida Hus- 
sain, to be his adviser on popula- 
tion planning . A statement said 
she would have the status of a 
minister, thus becoming the first 
woman member of 'Mr. Sharif s 
six-month-old cabinet. Her bus- 
band, Fakhar Imam, is education 
minis ter- The appointment of 
Abida Hussain, who comes from 
the minority Shiite Muslim sect, 
was announced only two days 
after the parliament’s lower 
. house passed a controversial Isla- 
mic law criticised by woman 
groups as a curtailment of therr 


King returns home after talks with Assad, 
says both sides seeking joint Arab position 

Jordan and Syria 
coordinating stands 
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AMMAN (J-T.) — His Majesty 4 ‘I cannot go into details at the 
Kiqg Hussein said Saturday that moment but I believe that there is 
Jordan was coordinating its posi- an intention on the part of all 
tion with that of Syria and the two concerned to avoid going into 
countries were working towards details at present because giving 
crystallising a joint Arab stand, details now could create difficul- 
In a statement to Jordan Tele- ties and place obstacles in the 
vision shortly after returning path of the peace process, 
from a day-long visit to Damascus “I believe the world commun- 
where be discussed with Syrian ity is now concerned about a 
President Hafez AI Assad the solution for the Palestine prob- 


I r; 


“I cannot go into details at the wards our people in the present 
moment but I believe that there is and the future so that the coming 
an intention on the part of all generations can live in peace and 
concerned to avoid going into security.” 
details at present because giving Accompanying King Hussein 


details now could create difficul- on the visit were Prime Minister His Majesty King Hussein with Syrian President Hafez Al Assad during a working visit be paid to Damascus Saturday (Petra photos) 


■v • _ 



Mudar Badran, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 


“I believe the world commun- the King's Political Advisor 
ity is now concerned about a Ad nan Abu Odeh, the King’s 


Middle East question and 
Jordanian-Syrian relations as well 
as Arab affairs, the King de- 


solution for the Palestine prob- Military Secretary His Royal 
lent, something we have been Highness Prince Talal Ben 


calling for. 


Mohammad and Foreign Minister 


scribed the outcome of the visit as problem is an Arab demand, 
good and positive. which is now being met with a 

In reply to a question about the favourable response on the part 


“A solution of the Palestine Taher Al Masri. 

oblem is an Arab demand. King Hussein, on his second 


Barzani: Accord reached on Israel 
full democracy, autonomy expels 


situation in the Middle East fol- 
lowing the recent tour of the area 
by U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, the King said: “I believe 


which is now being met with a visit to Damascus since the Gulf 
favourable response on the part war, went straight into discus- 


of the world community. We are sions with President Assad after 
still at tiie initial stages whicb arriving in Damascus from Am- 


seem to be encouraging and we man. 


Baker, the King said: “I believe hope to be able to do our duty — The outcome of regional tours 
that the discussions are con- as it is a serious duty — towards by Mr. Baker and Soviet Foreign 
turning and it seems to me that our brethren in the occupied Minister Alexander Bessmert- 
there is a real resolve to find a Arab territories who are under- nykh to push for an Arab-IsraeK 
solution to the most important going suffering. peace conference was believed to 

and central issue — that is the “The time has come for us to . 

Palestine problem. shoulder our responsibilities to- (Continued on page 5) 


there is a real resolve to find a 
solution to the most important 
and central issue — that is the 
Palestine problem. 


peace conference was believed to 
(Continued on page 5) 


Shamir reaffirms rejection 
of U.N. role in peace talks. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Hard- talk about any flexibility." 
line Israeli Prime Minister Ylt- Mr. Baker left Israel Thursday 
zhak Shamir Saturday showed no saying the sides were still at odds 
signs of softening on key points of over what if any role the U.N. 
disagreement with Arab states would play and the extent to 
over a proposed peace confer- which any peace conference 
ence. would reconvene. 

Speaking in an interview 48 A U.S. official said Mr. Baker 
hours after his fourth round of had reached agreement with 
talks with U.S. Secretary of State Israel on the sticky question of 
James Baker, Mr. Shamir once how Palestinians wOold be repre- 
a g p in ruled out any role for the seated at the conference table, a 
U.N. in proposed peace talks. key point which has frustrated 

“We said {to Mr. Baker) the past peace efforts, 
state of Israel has a terrible his- Mr. Shamir said he and Mr. 
tory with the United Nations and Baker had reached some secret 
everyone in Israel who wants to agreements, and President 
protect himself should distance George Bush, after a briefing 
himself from it,” Mr. Shamir told with Mr. Baker, said there was 
Israel Radio. real cause for optimism. 

Mr. Shamir said he and Mr. Israel insists that a one-off con- 
Baker diymwwi a one-time meet- fere nee should break up into 
ing in Washington sponsored by direct bilateral negotiations with 
the American and Soviet presi- individual Arab states and not 
dents to which Arab and Israeli reconvene, 
heads of state would be invited. Syria demands a conference 

“We are not talking about a under U.N. auspices that could 
conference that needs to continue be periodically reconvened, 
or not continue... as a result of “Syria has its own reasons not 
this meeting direct negotiations to come if ft decides this" Mr. 
between Israel and its neighbours Shamir said. “Syria does not want 
will start,” Mr. Shamir said. “For to recognise Israel. Syria does not 
thi< reason, there is no place to want direct negotiations with 


Israel.” 

“Syria wants as a precondition 


saying the sides were still at odds to any talks with Israel a com- 
over what if any role the U.N. plete withdrawal from all those 
would play and the extent to areas where we were not before 
which any peace conference the (1967) war. And she has 
would reconvene. many more dreams which in our 

A U.S. official said Mr. Baker opinion will never be realised." 
had reached agreement with Syria wants Israel to return the 
Israel on the sticky question of Golan Heights occupied in the 
how Palestinians wOuld be rep re- 1967 war 
seated at the conference table, a Mr. Baker and his aides feel 
key point which has frustrated the U.N. issue and the question 
past peace efforts. of whether the conference can be 

Mr. Shamir said he and Mr. reconvened are just excuses the 
Baker had reached some secret parties are using to avoid commit- 
agreements, and President ting themselves. 

George Bush, after a briefing France and Egypt insisted 
with Mr. Baker, said there was Saturday that there was a need to 
real cause for optimism. involve the United Nations in a 

Israel insists that a one-off con- Middle East peace conference. 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — The 
Iraqi government and Kurdish 
guerrillas have reached “broad 
agreement” on full democracy for 
Iraq and autonomy for the Kur- 
dish minority, rebel leaders said 
Saturday. 

Massoud Barzani, leader of the 
Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP), told reporters that both 
sides had agreed on free elections 
throughout Iraq, freedom of the 
press, political pluralism and 
separation of the executive, leg- 
islative and judicial bodies. 

But how these were to be 
achieved and key details of Kur- 
dish autonomy remained unre- 
solved. President Saddam Hus- 
sein has promised greater free- 
doms and a multi-party democra- 
cy to his people. 

Mr. Barzani. who heads the 
largest Kurdish rebel group, has 
been negotiating with the govern- 
ment for the past two weeks. 

There has been official com- 
ment from the Iraqi government, 
but Mr, Barzani’s remarks were 
reported at length by the Iraqi 
News Agency (INA). 

Mr. Barzani said the deal in 
principle included ending the cri- 
sis in the rebellion-hit north, 
separation of the ruling Baath 
Party from the state, free elec- 
tions and a multi-party system. 

He said a signed agreement 
was being delayed by continued 
differences over whether the oil 


city of Kirkuk should be included 
in an autonomous Kurdish re- 
gion. 

“After 20 years of fighting we 
need time to solve all our prob- 
lems. 1 hope that it will be days 
but there is not limit for the 
time,” he told a news conference 
attended by Iraqi Culture and 
Information Minister Hamid 
Yousef Hummadi. 

Mr. Baizani, leader of the 
powerful Kurdish Democratic 
Party, has had two meetings with 
President Saddam since his arriv- 
al in Baghdad on May 7 at the 
head of the rebel Iraqi Kurdistan 
Front alliance. 

“The main point which we are 
still negotiating is about the area 
of autonomy. There are different 
views," he said. 

Mr. Barzani, dressed in ba ggy 
trousers and a chequered Kurdish 
turban, said be was optimistic 
about signing an autonomy deal 
and would stay in Baghdad as 
long as was necessary. 

The Baghdad talks followed 
rebellions by Kurds in the north 
and Shiite Muslims in the south 
after the Gulf war. 

Government forces crushed the 
twin rebellions, triggering an ex- 
odux of two million Iraqis to- 
wards the Turkish and Iranian 
borders. 

It was not clear what would 
happen with Western troops in 
northern Iraq, who entered the 


country to protect Kurdish re- 
fugees. 

“The presence of the fore- 
igners will be solved when the 
Kurdish problem is solved, when 
we reach agreement,” Mr. Barza- 
ni said. 

Thousands of refugees are re- 
turning from the mountains to 
towns north of the 36th parallel in 
aJlied-controlIed northern Iraq. 

An autonomy agreement 
would pave the way for the return 
of the refugees to all northern 
villages and cities, including Kir- 
kuk, now under Iraqi government 
control. 

Kirkuk, occupied for eight days 
by rebels in the unrest, has been a 
thorn in the ride of Kurdish rela- 
tions with Baghdad for decades. 

The city was excluded from a 
Kurdish autonomous region set 
up by Baghdad after a March II, 1970 
agreement which the rebels say 
was never hilly implemented. 

Mr. Barzani confirmed that the 
Kurdistan Front was ready to 
leave control of the Kirkuk area's 
oil in the hands of the central 
government in return for Kurdish 
administration of the dry. 

A quarter of Iraq's pre-war oil 
production of 3.2 million barrels 
per day came from fields around 
Kirkuk. 

“We want to reach concrete 
agreement on this matter, a radic- 
al solntion if possible and end this 
(Continued on page 5) 


Israel insists that a one-off con- Middle hast peace conference. y y xt — ^ 

ference should break up into Egyptian President Hosni .IN • I^UOlL 
direct bilateral negotiations with Mubarak said after meeting A 

individual Arab states and not French President Francois Mi tter- ooxro TY1/AT*P 
reconvene. rand that any peace conference £)Cly J II1U1 v 

Syria demands a conference would have to discuss U.N. re- •' 
under U.N. auspices that could solutions on the Middle East. rjnf n TlP^rif^ri 
be periodically reconvened. “The U.N. is therefore entitled Uulcl Hv/vLlvLI 

“Syria has its own reasons not to participate. Those who say ‘no* _ . 

to coine if ft decides this" Mr. want to complicate things, don’t {"ktl I T*Qrif fTTI 

Shamir said. “Syria does not want want a solution," Mr. Mubarak ax tAVji u 111 

to recognise Israel. Syria does not _ TJNTTFn NATIONS /API - 


U.N. to station 
guards in Iraq 


4 from 
Gaza to 
Lebanon 

RASHAYA (Agencies) — Four 
Palestinians expelled from the 
occupied Gaza Strip by the Israeli 
authorities crossed into Leba- 
non's Bekaa Valley Saturday, 
security sources reported. 

The men walked through the 
Zuramaraya gateway that links 
Israel’s self-proclaimed “security 
zone” with the Bekaa Valley In 
southeast Lebanon at about 3 
p.m. (1200 GMT). 

The Israeli army expelled the 
four Palestinian refugees after 
accusing them of fomenting anti- 
Israeli violence. All were said to 
be members of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Fateh faction. 

The United States and other 
Western governments have criti- 
cised the expulsions by Israel, 
saying these violate Geneva con- 
ventions regulating the treatment 
of civilians in occupied lands. 

In Lebanon, one security 
source said the four men were 
flown in an Israeli helicopter ear- 
ly in the day to the “security 
zone.” They turned themselves 
over to a Syrian army checkpoint 
near Zummaraya, he said. 

Further details were not avail- 
able. 


y-'lf'l T-r'O/r* Q t~TT 7 o BAGHDAD (Agencies) The 
U 11 ±1 dU 1 CiL illo United Nations will station secur- 
1 ity guards in Kurdish areas of 


(Continued on page 5) 


Ethiopia rebels say 
they control key road 

NAIROBI (R) — Rebels battling 
the Ethiopian government say 
they have taken control of part of 
a key road from the Red Sea port 
of Asab in fighting ahead of 
peace later this month. A 
spokesman for the Ethiopian 
People’s Revolutionary Demo- 
cratic Front (EPRDF), comment- 
ing- on rebel radio reports, said 
Saturday that over the last two 
days the rebels had seized control 
of the road from Asab, the only 
Ethiopian port tn government 
hands,- at the town of Mile m 
southern Wollo, Rebels now con- 
trolled the land route from Asab 
both to the capital Addis Ababa 
and to the northern town or 
Desrie, spokesman Asefe Mamo 
fold Renters by telephone from 
London. 


Britain was asked 
to show good will 
in Brand case 

BAGHDAD (R) — Britain ignored a Soviet 
suggestion more than a month ago thar it make a 
“gesture of goodwill" towards Iraq to help win 
the release of spy case Briton Douglas Brand, 
diplomatic sources said Saturday. 

Mr. Brand, a 51-year-old engineer, was sent- 
enced to life imprisonment on espionage charges 
this week in a case that outraged the British 
government. 

A life sentence in Iraq is a maximum 20 years. 

Mr. Brand’s trial followed less than a week 
• after Prime Minister John Major's pledge to keep 
Gulf war economic sanctions in force against Iraq 
as long as President Saddam Hussein holds 
power. 

• “The Soviet embassy recommended a gesture 
of goodwill to the British side after they first 
I ■ visited Brand in jail about six weeks ago," one 
source told Reuters. 

. “It was up to London to decide what they 
could do, but so far they have taken a very tough 
position. 

“If anything is to be done for hinj (Brand), it 
should be in a quiet way without tough state- 
ments," the source said. 

Iraq has made no comment on the case but 
Information Minister Hamid Yousef Hummadi 
Major of waging a “personal vendetta," 
against President Saddam and the Iraqi people. 

Mr. Brand, a former marine, came to Iraq 
before the Gulf crisis to work on dealing the Shatt 
Al Arab waterway of mines left by the 1980-88 
Iran- Iraq war. 

He was arrested in September, apparently 
trying to leave the country at a time when Iraq 
barred the departure of Westerners in hopes of 
deterring attack over its takeover of Kuwait. 


Israeli attack 
kills 4, injures 
6 near Tyre 

TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) — Israeli warplanes 
raided a Palestinian refugee camp near this 
southern port city on Saturday, killing at least 
four people and wounding six others, police said. 

Police spokesman said at least two planes 
struck the refugee camp of Shabreeha at 4:05 
p.m. (1305 GMT). The camp is five kilometres 
northeast of Tyre. 

Among those injured in the raid was Ahmad 
Faqih, the Tyre correspondent for Reuters. Re- 
porters in the news agency’s Beirut bureau said 
he was slightly hurt. 

The raid was Israel's 10th in Lebanon this year. 

By police count. 11 people were killed and 67 
wounded in the eight previous attacks. 

Saturday’s raid came a day after resistance 
fighters detonated two roadside bombs in the 
Israeli-controlled “security zone" in South Leba- 
non. 

The Islamic Resistance claimed responsibility 
for the bombings, which killed four people and 
wounded four others. 

The injured included a member of the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon Army (SLA) militia, 
according to an Israeli army command statement. 

Israel carved out the 1. 100-square- kilo metre 
“security zone” when it withdrew the bulk of its 
invading army from South Lebanon in 1985 after 
a three-year occupation. 

Witnesses quoted by Reuters said a one-storey 
barracks used by the Amal Militia was flattened 
in Saturday’s attack. Thick black smoke billowed 
from the rains. 

Security sources said some Amal fighters were 
trapped under the rubble. They said the position 
was Antal's main command post for planning 
guerrilla attacks against the “security zone.” 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Officials monitoring ceasefire re- 
quirements in Iraq need more 
information from Baghdad about 
biological and chemical weapons 
that are io be destroyed as pan of the 
accord, according to a U.N. re- 
port. 

The preliminary report, which 
is expected to be submitted to the 
Security Council in the next few 
days, also recommends- inspectors 
mark Iraq's chemical arms sites 
and stockpiles with tamper-proof 
seals to prevent Iraqis from mov- 
ing the arsenals before they can 
be neutralised. 

A copy of the 39-page docu- 
ment was made available to the 
Associated Press. 

The April 3 ceasefire resolu- 
tion adopted by the Security 
Council demands Iraq be stripped 
of its chemical and biological 
arms, short-range ballistic mis- 
siles and all nuclear weapons- 
grade materials and facilities. A 
U.N. commission has been cre- 
ated to oversee the destruction of 
Iraqi weapons and the monitoring 
of its compliance with council 
demands. 

The report says far more in- 
formation is needed from Iraq 
about its biological and chemical 
weapons. 

Iraq says it has no bi logical 
arms, but the commission chair- 
man, Rolf Ekeus of Sweden, has 
asked Iraq's U.N. ambassador 
about biological weapons re- 
search facilities, vaccines and im- 
munisation of the armed forces. 

The report said the U.N. spe- 
cial commission on Iraqi disarma- 
ment also should seek informa- 
tion about undeclared chemical 

(Continued on page 5) 


northern Iraq from Sunday under 
an agreement being negotiated 
with Baghdad, a senior U.N. 
official said. 

Bemt Bemander, the U.N.’s 
special representative in Iraq, 
told reporters a first contingent of 
10 guards arrived in the Iraqi 
capital Saturday. They would go 
to the northern town of Dohuk 
Sunday to establish the first U.N. 
security presence at a transit 
camp for Kurdish refugees. 

He said an agreement was im- 
minent between Iraq and the 
office of U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar that 
would provide for the deploy- 
ment of some 400 to 500 guards in 
four Iraqi provinces in the mainly 
Kurdish north and in the mainly 
Shiite southern province of Bas- 
ra. 

Western countries have been 
seeking a U.N. police presence in 
northern Iraq to replace Western 
military forces now there to pro- 
tect Kurdish refugees and con- 
vince them it is safe to return 
home. 

But this force stops short of 
what the allied countries are 
seeking. 

M6re than two million Kurds 
fled their homes when Iraqi 
troops put down a March rebel- 
lion. About 1.5 million entered 
neighbouring Iraq or Turkey. 

Mr. Bemander stressed that 
the security guards were not 
police forces. He said they would 
be authorised to carry side-arms 
and would be regulated by U.N. 
guidelines on when to use such 
arms. He could not give specifics 
on the guidelines. 

He described the guards as a 
“general law and order" pre- 
sence. 


Tlte latest expulsions raised to 
V* 67 the number of Palestinians 

n fl V* Cl jni expelled by Israel since the start 

ra » of tbe uprising in the occupied 

A West Bank and Gaza Strip in 

Mr. Bemander said the United December 1987. 

Nations hoped to have 50 to 60 Last Jan. 8, Israel expelled to 
such security guards in Iraq with- Lebanon four Palestinians con- 
in 10 days. He said there was no nected with tbe Muslim fun- 
final agreement on the number of damentalist Hamas oiganisation. 
guards to be deployed in Iraq, but The four expelled Saturday 
but noted that Mr. Perez de were Jamal Yassin Hassan Abu 
Cuellar had been citing a figure of Habel, Muin Mohammad Mas- 
400 to 500 U.N. security guards. Ian, Hisham Mohammad Ali 
He said they were being dis- Dahalan and Jamal Abed Rabu 
patched under an April 18 bi- Mohammad Abn Jadyan. 
lateral memorandum of under- Israel on March 24 ordered 
standing signed by the United their expulsions. 

Nations in Iraq with the Baghdad The Israeli supreme court up- 
government providing for a held the expulsion order on 
humanitarian presence in the Thursday and rejected a request 


northern and southern areas to 
deal with the refugee crisis. j 

Mr. Bemander said the guards i ■ 
were being dispatched "to create" 1 
a climate of assurance and pro- 1 
vide perhaps an additional in- 
ducement" to Kurds to return to 
Iraq. 

The security guards will be 
allowed to operate in transit 
camps and provincial capitals in 
four Kurdish provinces in the 
north as well as Basra in the 
south, he said. 

The guards will have no inves- 
tigatory power but will have free- 
dom of movement throughout the 
provinces in which they are 
based, Mr. Bemander told a 
news conference. 

Mr. Bemander said a final 
agreement with Baghdad to im- 
plement the conditions of the 
memorandum was “very immi- 
nent.” 

“I seems to me that there's no 
real obstacles to reaching a final 
agreement," he said. 

Asked what effect tbe presence 
of tbe U.N. security guards would 
have on allied forces in the north, 
Mr. Bemander said: “This is not 
a police force or a military contin- 
gent slated to replace allied 

(Continued on page 5) 


by the Palestinians* lawyers for a 
second bearing. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker has repeatedly asked Israel 
to stop expelling Palestinians 
from the occupied territories to 
show the government was 
seriously seeking peace. 

Tbe Israeli supreme court's re- 
jection of the Palestinians* 
appeals of their expulsion came 
as Mr. Baker concluded his latest 
diplomatic shuttle to tbe Middle 
East to set up an Arab-IsraeU 
peace conference. 

The families of the four had 
appealed to Mr. Baker to inter- 
vene and halt the expulsions, or 
to take their sons and husbands 
with him to the United States. 

The Palestinian lawyer for the 
four, Freih Abu Medien, head of 
the Gaza Bar Association, de- 
nounced the expulsions as a 
“political decision taken by Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir to block 
any process towards peace." 
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Kuwait today begins 
trial of ‘collaborators’ 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — The first 
of 200 people suspected of col- 
laborating with the Iraqi army go 
on trial in Kuwait Sunday in an 
atmosphere poisoned by bitter- 
ness towards Palestinians who 
rallied to Iraq during the Gulf 
war. 

The names and nationalities of 
the suspects has not been made 
public but the acting attorney- 
general said this week that the 
bulk of 200 cases involved Palesti- 
nians, Iraqi residents of Kuwait 
and a handful of Kuwaitis. 

Hamed AJ Othman said 45 
cases of collaboration had been 
prepared for trial from 900 cri- 
minal cases under investigation 
and those found guilty of 
breaching state security could be 
executed. 

In the past, executions have 
been carried out by public 
hanging. 

Mr. Othman said collaboration 
charges meant: 

— Passing important informa- 
tion to the enemy on internal 
military matters; 

— Sheltering enemy troops; 

— Taking steps that helped 
entrench the occupation army; 
and 

— Espionage. 

The trials open in atmosphere 
soured, like the air Kuwaiti resi- 
dents breathe, by the seven- 
month Iraqi occupation and the 
devastation which occurred in the 
Gulf war . 

A 400,000-strong Palestinian 
community thrived in Kuwait be- 
fore the Gulf crisis, earning a 
good living from Kuwait's vast 
wealth with jobs in the service 
industry and professions. 

But relations between the 
Palestinians and their hosts 
changed dramatically and prob- 
ably irreversibly wben the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) backed Iraq in the show- 
down with Kuwait's U.S.-led 
allies. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
publicly aligned the group with 
Iraq after Baghdad linked its 
occupation of Kuwait last Aug. 2 
into a crusade for Palestinian 
rights and a settlement of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Kuwait had been a PLO sup- 
porter, but, like its Gulf allies, is 
believed to have suspended the 


millions of dollars it once gave 
the organisation to pursue its 
campaign for nationhood. 

Palestinians and human rights 
groups say many of the 200.000 
Palestinians who remained in 
Kuwait during and after the 
occupation have been singled out 
by militias and security forces for 
abduction, interrogation and 
sometimes torture. 

The government, under press- 
ure from key allies, says such 
abuses have stopped as the emi- 
rate comes under the full control 
of its security forces, but Palesti- 
nians say they still live in fear of 
being abducted by the army, 
security or militias. 

They complain privately of 
being questioned about their 
loyalty during the Gulf war and 
their actions in the seven months 
when Kuwait was Iraq’s 19th pro- 
vince. 

As more Kuwaitis return from 
exile, Palestinians say they are 
keeping a low profile, staying in 
their own residential areas and 
out of harm's way. especially 
from militias armed with weapons 
seized during and after Iraqi 
occupation ended. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker said a month ago that 
Washington's support for the 
emirate could fade unless human 
rights abuses stopped. 

The emir of Kuwait, Sheikh 
/aber A 1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, told 
him on April 22 that such exces- 
ses had ended, and Western di- 
plomats believe the authorities 
are sincere in their efforts to 
clamp down. 

Thousands of guns remain out- 
side government control in the 
hands of militias and resistance 
fighters bitter at the way a shining 
example of economic success has 
been smashed, its capital looted 
and its oil wells set ablaze in the 
war. 

Interior .Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Hamoud Al Jabcr AJ 
Sabah issued an order at the 
weekend for the return of all 
weapons and ammunition, 
whether licensed or unlicensed, 
in private hands. 

Thousands of rifles, rocket 
propelled grenades and launchers 
are believed to be hidden in 
private Kuwaiti homes for self- 
defence or to enforce street law. 


North Somalia declares 

.jit 

independence along divide 


NAIROBI (R) — Northern 
Somalia has declared independ- 
ence from the fractious south in a 
bid to return the war-ravaged 
country to its colonial bound- 
aries, a spokesman for northern 
rebels said Saturday. 

“All the northern dans have 
come together and said they want 
independence from the south. 
They want to put the clock back 
to I960,” Osman Ahmad Hassan, 
representative of the Somali 
National Movement (SNM), said 
by telephone from Lxmdon. 

"We are cutting the ties be- 
tween ex-Italian Somaliland and 
ex-British Somalia,” he said, re- 
ferring ro the Italian colony and 
British protectorate which united 
to form the independent Somali 
republic on July 1, 1960. 

SNM radio, monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Corpora- 


tion, said the decision to form a 
separate government was taken 
at a meeting of its central com- 
mittee on Thursday, but gave no 
further details how it would set 
up its administration. 

The SNM, formed in 1981 and 
the oldest of three major dan- 
based armed factions in Somalia, 
took control of the northern re- 
gion when government troops 
fled or surrendered after former 
President Mohammad Siad Barre 
was ousted in January. 


It has refused to recognise an 
interim government established 
in Mogadishu by the United 
Somali Congress (USC). 

Despite USC calls for peace, 
and mediation efforts by Italy and 
Egypt, fighting between the USC 
and the Somali Patriotic Move- 
ment has continued. 


IN APPRECIATION 


The British Embassy in Amman and Mrs. Rose Shibly express 
their deep appredation and gratitude to ail who had offered 
condolences on the death of 

“AD1B GEORGE SHIBLY” 


Either by attending the funeral, and paying visit at home to offer 
condolences or by sending telegrams or wreaths; and those who 
telephoned their condolences. Special appreciation goes to the 
diplomatic missions and former ministers and members of the 
Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament, heads and members of 
religious communities and officials 

We hope this will serve as a special word of thanks to each one of 
them. 

May God bless you all 


U.S. troops 
to stay in 
Kuwait for 


4 months 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
has ordered 3.700 fresh U.S. 
troops to Kuwait to replace de- 
parting Americans as part of a 
“continued military presence” 
there, the Defence Department 
said Friday. 

Meanwhile. President George 
Bush told Congress that 
thousands of U.S. troops must 
remain in northern Iraq for now 
to aid and protect the Kurdish 
minority from Iraqi forces. 

Both Bush and Mr. Cheney 
said anew that the U.S. govern- 
ment wants to bring American 
soldiers home from the Gulf re- 
gion as quickly as possible and 
has no intention of keeping a 
permanent post-war ground force 
in the area. 

But Mr. Bush said it was neces- 
sary to kqep U.S. troops in north- 
ern Iraq, at least until the United 
Nations assumes full responsibil- 
ity for the relief effort. 

And Mr. Cheney, said the de- 
ployment of replacement troops 
to Iraq's neighbour “recognises 
the need for a continued U.S. 
military presence in Kuwait, 
given die current situation in the 
Gulf and the need for the govern- 
ment of Kuwait to reconstitute its 
forces.” 

Mr. Bush also signed a bill 
Friday authorising $425 million to 
replenish refugee and disaster aid 
accounts for the .Kurds in north- 
ern Iraq. 

The measure is a companion to 
a $556-miltion appropriations bill 
that would actually spend the 
money but which has not yet 
passed Congress. The appropria- 
tions bill, now before a House- 
Senate conference committee, 
bas a higher price tag because it 
also includes fends to reimburse 
the military for relief-effort re- 
lated costs. 

The Defence Department said 
in its statement that the 11th 
armoured cavalry regiment, 
headquartered in Fulda, Ger- 
many, will send elements of three 
squadrons to Kuwait. 


The new troops are to be m 
place by mid-June and will re- 
main there until Sept. 1. Their 
arrival will allow some 3,700 
members of the Third Armoured 
Division, along with some 1,300 
combat support personnel, to 
leave. 

“We have agreed as a tempor- 
ary measure to leave forces there 
for now. But it is our objective to 
get U.S. forces out as quickly as 
possible. And the president has 
made it dear that we don’t want a 
permanent ground presence in 
the Gulf,” the statement quoted 
Mr. Cheney as saying. 

Instead, Mr. Cheney has said, 
the Bush administration wants to 
keep a strengthened. naval pre- 
sence in the Gulf, be permitted to 
store enough supplies for a heavy 
armoured division, and conduct 
repeated military exercises with 
the forces of the Gulf states. 

Mr. Cheney told reporters on a 
recent trip to the Gulf that 
Kuwaiti leaders had asked that 
American troops be left in the 
country temporarily. 

Interviewed on the Cable News 
Network (CNN) in a programme 
to be shown Saturday, Cheney 
said the troops are needed be- 
cause the situation in Kuwait “is 
still very unstable.” 

“They’ve not yet really been 
able to reconstitute their own 
forces. They are necessarily ner- 
vous. given what happened to 
them just last August, and we 
have agreed, as a temporary mea- 
sure. to leave forces there for the 
next few months," Mr. Cheney 
said. 

“(It) is our objective io get 
them out as quickly as possible, 
and the president has made it 
clear we don't want a permanent 
long- lasting ground presence in 
the Gulf, 1 ' he said on the Evans 
and Novak programme. 


Begin: Israel should insist on 
direct negotiations with Arabs 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — In a 
rare interview to an Israeli daily, 
former Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin said Israel must 
insist on direct talks with the 
Arab states. 

Mr. Begin's remark came after 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker's latest Middle East shuttle 
to set up a peace conference left 
two key questions unresolved. 

The former premier is re- 
sponsible for Israel's only peace 
with an Arab state. In September 
1978, Mr. Begin signed the U.S.- 
sponsored Camp David accords 
with Egypt and agreed to return 
the Sinai Desert. 

“We neeed to insist on direct 
negotiations with the Arab states. 
I hope that is what will be,” the 
77-year-old Begin told the daily 
Yedioth Ahronoth. 

The paper had asked Mr. Be- 
gin what intermediary stage he 
thought would lead most easily to 
bilateral talks with the Arabs. 

Israel insists the proposed 
peace conference be a one-time 
session leading to direct talks 
with Arab states and Palestinians. 

The Arab countries want a 
continuing conference and a role 
for Europe and the United Na- 
tions. Israel is concerned the Un- 
ited Nations would weigh scales 
in favour of the Arabs. 

Mr. Baker is trying to bridge 


the differences and news reports 
said Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir had agreed to a “clearly 
defined and limited” European 
role in the conference. The re- 
ports added that Mr. Shamir 
agreed to submit final documents 
of Arab-Israeli agreements to 
U.N. headquarters. 


Mr. Begin, an anti-British ter- 
rorist leader in Palestine, found- 
ed the Herat Party, the precursor 
of Shamir's Likud Bloc. He won a 
landslide victory in the 1977 
national elections and stepped- 
down as premier in 1983 without 
explanation. 

At the time, he was said to be 
depressed about Israel's pro- 
longed military involvement in 
Lebanon and the death of his 
wife. 


The Israeli public commonly 
blames Housing Minister Ariel 
Sharon, defence minister and 
architect of the 1982 Lebanon 
war, for Begin's resignation and 
solitary life. Many Israelis believe 
the former defence minister lied 
to Begin about operations in 
Lebanon. 

In September 1982 Sharon 
allowed militiamen enter Sabra 
and Shatilla refugee camps where 
they massacred hundreds of 
Palestinian civilians. The incident 
raised an international uproar 


and hurt Israel's image abroad. 

Mr. Begin’s secretary, Yehiel 
Kadishai* told Israeli Television 
that “the premier did not resign 
because of Arik Sharon" but 
because he couldn't be prime 
minister anymore. 

Mr. Begin has seldom 
appeared in public since his res- 
ignation. He grants few inter- 
views and only rarely comments 
on the radio about current politic- 
al affairs. 

Mustapha Khalil, prime minis- 
ter when Egypt became the only 
Arab state to make peace with 
Israel, has urged Syria and Israel 
to conduct direct talks over the 
Golan Heights. 

“Negotiations have to be bi- 
lateral because the Golan Heights 
issue is completely different from 
the Palestinian issue,” Mr. Khalil 
said in an interview with Israel 
Television broadcasts from Cairo 
Friday night. 


The only Arab state formally at 
peace with Israel, Egypt is seen as 
a potential bridge between Israel 
and other Arab states. 

Mr. Khalil. Egypt’s prime 
minister in the late 1970s, said 
just as Egypt had negotiated the 
return of the Sinai peninsula, 
Syria would have to deal directly 
with Israel about the Golan 
Heights. 


Rebels continue Kandahar 


attack amid political moves 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Rebels 
continued their assault on Afgha- 
nistan’s second largest city Satur- 
day. even as insurgent leaders 
stalked a political end to the war 
that could involve the ruling par- 
ty, sources said Saturday. 

Observers say Afghanistan’s 
warring factions have moved a 
step closer to a solution with 
some guerrilla leaden talking ab- 
out a post-war role for the 
communist-styled W attan party 
of Afghan President Najibullah. 

“Some Mujahedeen may be 
willing to accept the Wattan party 
in an election, but, excluding 
Najibullah and his cabinet,” said 
Qaribur Saeed , a member of 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's hardline 
Muslim party Hezb-Mslamic. 

A former chief of Afghanis- 
tan's feared secret service, Mr. 
Najibullah renamed his party 
Wattan (homeland) nearly two 
years ago in an attempt to dis- 
tance himself from his Marxist 
past Formerly named the Peo- 
ple's Democratic Republic of 
Afghanisatn, the party was 
synonymous with nine years of 
Soviet military intervention. 

The rebel concession coincides 
with frantic diplomatic efforts by 
both rebels and tbeir closest ally, 
Pakistan. 


Key rebel leaders, including 
Sibghatullah Mojaddidi, leader of 
a self-proclaimed guerrilla gov- 
ernment, were in Iran on Satur- 
day, while Pakistan's senior fore- 
ign ministry official. Secretary- 
General Akram Zaki, was shut- 
tling between Saudi Arabia and 
Iran. 


Together, Pakistan and Iran 
hosts more than five Afghan war 
refugees while Saudi Arabia and 
the United States has been the 
major financial backers of the 
rebels. 

Washington announced last 
week that it would end military 
aid to the rebels next year. It has 
spent about $2 billion on arms for 
its rebel allies since 1979 when 
the Red Army intervened mili- 
tarily in Afghanistan. 


Moscow still sends about $300 
million worth of military and 
humanitarian aid to Kabul each 
month. But in 1989 it withdrew its 
soldiers in line with a United 
Nations brokered agreement. 

Meanwhile, guerrilla fighters 
were into their fourth day Satur- 
day of an offensive against 
Afghanistan's southeastern city 
of Kandahar, the country’s 
second largest. The capital city of 
Kabul is the largest. 


Soviet envoy to Israel says 
emigres want to go back 


TEL AVIV (R) — Tfie Soviet 
vice-consul in Israel said Friday 
that dozens of Soviet immigrants 
each day inquire about returning 
to the Soviet Union, mainly be- 
cause they cannot find work in 
Israel, and some have already 
been repatriated. 

“Every day we have quite a 
number of former Soviet citizens 
who are coming to us asking for 
the application forms for the res- 
toration of their Soviet 
citizenship,” the diplomat, Sergei 
Isakov, said at a briefing for 
foreign correspondents. 

Mr. Isakov said some immig- 
rants had already been repatri- 
ated while others, impatient with 
a bureaucratic process that can 
take as long as a year, found 
other ways out of Israel. 

“I am very happy that I contri- 
buted something to their return 
to the Soviet Union." Mr. Isakov 
said. 

He was the first Soviet diplo- 
mat to say that some of the 


250,000 Soviet Jews who have 
immigrated (o Israel since the end 
of 1989 were trying to return to 
the Soviet Union. 

“The most important thing for 
them is they can’t work here,” 
Mr. Isakov said. “That’s why you 
can find a lot of doctors of science 
and professors cleaning the 
streets (here)." 

The Gulf war and news of 
soaring unemployment have 
slowed the influx of Soviet Jews, 
prompting the government lo 
halve its forecast for this year 
from 400,000 to 200,000 immig- 
rants. 

The government provides a 
one-year subsidy to new immig- 
rants. 

A recent Bank of Israel report 
warned political instability and 
economic stagnation in Israel 
would make it difficult to raise 
some $25-bil)ion it is estimated 
will be needed to absorb a possi- 
ble influx of one million Soviet 
immigrants. 


Karami 


blasts 


militias 


ABU DHABI (AP) — Lebanese 
Prime Minister Omar Karami was 
quoted Friday as accusing militias 
in his country of failing turn 
disarm as promised under a plan 
to end the civil war. 

The Dubai-based daily Al 
Bayan quoted Mr. Karami as 
saying the militias* actions belied 
with widespread belief they were 
cooperating in the peace efforts. 

“The (Druze) Progressive 
Socialist Party asked for a month- 
long period to have over their 
guns and the (Christianl 
Lebanese Forces handed over 
some useless weapons to the gov- 
ernment," Mr. Karami was 
quoted as saying. 


Christian sources told the 
Associated Press that the 
Lebanese Forces are sending 
shiploads of arms from the port of 
Jounieh to be stored in Israel’s 
self-proclaimed "security zone” 
in South Lebanon. 


That report could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed. 

Former Interior Minister 
Abdullah Al Rasi was quoted in 
the Al Bayan story as saying the 
militias that turned in their guns 
first tried to make sure the 
weapons would not be useful to 
the government. 


“They destroyed them before 
handing them over,” he reported- 
ly said. 

The newspaper reported that 
Mr. Karami said the militia lead- 
ers were “gambling” they would 
benefit from political changes in 
the region, such as the current 
American drive to arrange Arab- 
Israeli peace. 


“Some militias are used to such 
external gambling to. turn the 
Lebanese domestic situation to- 
their favour although their gamb- 
ling over the Gulf crisis has 
failed,” he reportedly said, with- 
out elaborating. 


Al Bayan said Mr. Karami 
accused the militias of blocking 
the government's efforts to estab- 
lish. 1 Kace in Lebanon but vowed 
tp maintain the Arab League- 
backed peace effort. 

Under that plan, the army is 
suppose to establish its control 
over most of Lebanon by July 1. J 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Illegal calls made to Middle East— court 


BOSTON, Massachusetts (R) — The alleged langpm^pf a 
sophisticated scheme that ran up more than a h^mjfliondpH^ 
worth of telephone bills by providing illegal Iong-dat^ce-&£vux 
to Cyprus and Lebanon, was ordered detained on Friday. Joseph 
Sleiman, 30, of Roslindale, Massachusetts, was arrested /after 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) agents seced.tetepfione 
equipment at his home. According to court papers, the equipment 
was alleged to have been used in connection. ^tfr.afcsBegal 
operation that provided New England and Canadian <dients -- 
usually immigrants wishing to call hoirne — ■ in expensive- iangc 
distance phone calls. Mr. Sleimari and bis partners are^aiiege3-(0 
have leased offices and ph'one lines under aliases and- told 
long-distance phone service cheaply usually to Lebanese. immig- 
rants wishing to call home. They ran. up more than $50QjJ00_m 
phone bills they never paid, according to a federal; ooiut 
complaint. According to . an FBI affidavit accompanying. ^ the 
complaint in U.S. district court, the ring would work opt of an 
apartment or office over a 30-day period. before abandoning the 
premises and moving on to another site to continue, the operation. 


One million face starvation in Ethiopia 


GENEVA (AP) — Emergency food supplies earmarke<jLfor4. 2 
million people in Ethiopia will run out within a month unless 
more international aid is mobilised, a United Nations agency said 
Friday. The situation has worsened in the camps along tire Somali 
border, where, a quarter of the residents now sufier fr^ 
malnutrition, the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said in a statement. It added that abomrnnechildren 
were dying every day at one site. Most warehouses' in Ethiopia are 
now empty and emergency food is being distributed as fast' as it 
comes in, the agency said. “The food we know is coining is barely 
sufficient for the next 30 days.” said Tessa Williams, a UNHCR 
field officer who had just returned from a visit to camps jn the 
Ogaden, Ethiopa’s southeastern region bordering Somalia. “De- 
spite the media's attention being concentrated elsewhere,’ let os 
hope that the world has some compassion left.” Escalation of dvi! 
strife in Somalia this year has almost doubled the number of 
Somali refugees in Ethiopia to about 600,000. UNHCR said. 
Another 222.000 Ethiopians who fled to Somalia during fighting 1 
in the Ogaden region have returned home to the same area. Some 
400,000 Sudanese refugees are in camps in western Ethiopia, 
having fled civil war in their country, the agency said,' 


Tom King to visit S. Arabia, Kuwait 


LONDON (R) — British Defence Secretary Tom King flies tqtbe 
Gulf Sunday for a four-day visit to Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. the 
Ministry of Defence said. Mr. King will be accompanied by 
General Sir Peter de la Biliiere, the former British forces 
commander in the Gulf who is acting in his new capacity as the 
defence ministry's adviser on the Middle East. Mr. King' wilt bold 
talks with Saudi and Kuwaiti government leaders on fiiture 
military cooperation and other defence and security issues. He 
will also visit the remaining British forces stationed in the area — 
a 3.000-strong battle group in Kuwait and about 5,000 men in 
Saudi Arabia, to organise the removal of British supplies and 
equipment. 


Moderate earthquake reported in Iraq 


NICOSIA (AP) — A moderate earthquake shook southwestern 
Iraq on Saturday, Tehran Radio reported. There' Were . no 
immediate reports of casualties or damage. The state-ruin radio 
said the quake registered 4.8 on the open-ended Rjchter scale and 
was centered about 400 kilometres southwest of Tehran near the 
dry of Khorramabad. An earthquake of magnitude 4 V consi- 
dered capable of causing mode rate 1 damage. One registering 5 on 
the' Richter scale can cause considerable damage. 


‘U.S. offered asylum to Mashat’ 


OTTAWA f AP) — Washington offered asylum to Iraq’s former 
ambassador to the United States, but he refused it and instead 
sought refuge in Canada, according to a secret memo to the 
former Canadian immigration minister. The April 12 memo on. 
the status of Mohammad Al Mashat was written by Terry 
Sheehan, executive director of operations at the immigration 
department. It was addressed to Immigration Minister Barbara 
McDougali. who became foreign minister in a April 21 cabinet 
shuffle, the Canadian Press reported Friday. "At one point. Dr. 
Al Mashat was offered asylum in the USA but refused the offer.” 
the Canadian news agency quoted Mr. Sheehan's memo as saying. 
Ms. McDougali said earlier this week that the memo was her first 
notification that Mr. Mashat- had come ro Canada on March 30. 
She made no mention of Mr. Mashat's having been offered 
asylum in the United States. Senior Canadian officials have said 
they were left in the dark about Mr. Mashat’s petition to 
immigrate to Canada until after it had already been granted. 
Opposition legislators have demanded an inquiry into the affair. 


Paper says Tunisian plot uncovered 


TUNIS (AP) — Investigators have uncovered a plot by an Islam 
fundamentalist movement to seize power in October, a p« 
government newspaper reported Saturday. La Presse, a dail 
which generally reflects government views, said the plot m 
uncovered in the course of an investigation into violent clasbt 
earlier this month between security forces and fundamental! 
students at the University of Tunis. About 100 people, iiidudir 
members of the military, reportedly have been arrested i 
connection with the alleged plot by the Al Nahda movement J 
establish an Islamic regime. The government has refused t 
recognise Al Nahda as a legal political party and has arreste 
many of its supporters in crackdowns over the past four year 
Authorities accused Al Nahda of organising disturbances at tf 
university on May 8. Two students were killed, and at least sevt 
policemen and three students were injured in clashes triggered l 
the banning of a fundamentalist students union associated with / 
Nahda. Police said weapons and Molotov cocktails had bee 
found in the student group’s office in March. 
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CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Cfaurck Swcifich 
Td. 810740 

im.hiMIm of Cad Church, Td. 

632785. 

St. Joacpb Chart* Tel. 624590. 
Chare* of flw Td. 

637440. 


De It Safe Chart* TeL 661757 
Toxasaata Chare* Tel: 622366 
Chart* oT the A mau i daH o u Td. 

623541. 

Angttcan Chan* Td. 62S383. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian CatfeoHc Chore* Td. 
771331. 

Amicaiu Or th odox Oran* Td. 
775261. 

Syrtma Orthodox Chan* Td. 771751. 
Amman International Chare* Tel. 
685326. 

Enmgefeal L u ther an Chare* Td: 

811295. 

The Chan* of Jean Christ of Latter- 
Day Salats Td. 815817, 654932. 
Chore* of the Nazareoe tel. 675691. 


weather 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


Another rise in temperatures wiD 
take place and winds will be light and 
variable becoming at times north- 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Mm-/max. temp. 
Amman 12/26 



Aqaba 20/34 

Deserts 11/31 

Jordan Valley 17 / 33 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 26. Aqaba 30. Humidity readings: 
Amman 40 per ccm. Aqaba 25 per 
cenL 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Walid Smadi 683266 

Dr. Ramzi Mizzawi 894788 

Dr. Mahmoud Azam ....819925 

Dr. Mohammad Al Ajam 894184 

Firas pharmacy 66191 2 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaconb pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisam pharmacy 637660 


Dtanh 

Dr. Mazen Abu Baker (— ) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Abdul Karim Khasbasftneh .. ( — J 
Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 637JII 

Ovil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Mice 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PiAlic Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Complain is 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints,.. 897467 

Amman Municipality 


Complaints 787111 

Telephone information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls QI0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741! I 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia InlL Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Outre 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity. J. Ann... 644281/6 
Akilefa Maternity. J.Amn..,. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shra e tsa n i Hospital 669 131 

University Hospital 845845 


Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreco 777101/3 

AJ- Bashir. J. Ashraiich 77511 1/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09j99l071 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

nwnh 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02) 27555 5 

Creek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Rmi Al Nflfces Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) intormntion depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 


Airport Td. (08)532005. where ft 
Should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

1*15 Jeddah (RJ) 

HfciS Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

18£0 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1*3*5 Paris, Geneva (RJ) 

London. Brussels (RJ) 

1*9® Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

19:15 Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

Tripoli (LN) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 

IZJO Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

1*45 Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 Damascus. Larnaca (RJ) 

2<h30 Dhahran(RJ) 

lid* Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

2*3® Bangfcocfc, Singapore (RJ) 

*Id* Jeddah. Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

Ife25 Rome (AZ) 


Tripoli (LN) 

Larnaca (CY) 


market prices 


Uppeifiower price in fib per kg. 

Aft** 5 580 / 500 

500 / 450 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 400 

fj*«« 500 / 400 

Broad beans 480 / 400 

Cabbage 130/ 80 

180/140 

Cauliflower ... 160/120 

Cucumbers parse) 120 / 80 

Cucumbers (small) 240/200 

440 7400 

wipe fruit ..250/200 

f*® 0 " 280 / 220 

l ettuce (per one) 150/100 

M wow paige) 120/ -80 

MwrowfcmaD) 240 / 200 

170/120 

Cown (green) 170/120 

350 / 200 

— 180/120 

^Pperfaweei) 180/120 

450 / 3S0 . 

52“ » • 300/ 250 li 

watermelon 360/180 ' 
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Jordan 
to attend 
ILO session 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
take part in the 78th session of 
the International Labour Orga- 
nisation (FLO) and the Interna- 
tional Labour Office which will 
be held in Geneva on June 5. 

The Jordanian delegation will 
be headed by Labour Minister 
Abdul Karim A1 Dughmi. 

Participants in the meetings 
win discuss the ILO’s last year 
achievements and the organisa- 
tion's plan of action and general 
budget for the next year. 

They will also discuss issues 
pertaining to the application of a 
new agricultural technology, the 
apartheid policy in South Africa, 
and a report prepared by a ■fact- 
finding mission who visited the 
occupied Arab territories to get 
first-hand information about 
Israeli practices against Arab 
labourers and violations of trade 
union's freedom as well as the 
confiscation of land and controll- 
ing of Arab water sources. 

Arab delegations taking pan in 
the ILO meetings will hold a 
special meeting in Geneva, on 
June 3, to coordinate their stands 
towards all issues of interest to 
the Arab Nation. 

The Jordanian delegation 
groups Ministry of Labour offi- 
cials, representatives of business- 
men in Jordan and the General 
Federation of the Jordanian 
Trade Union and the federation’s 
Executive Bureau. 


Ministry 

lures 

Italian 

tourists 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 
125 Italian tourists, including 
journalists and tour operators, is 
due here Sunday on a week-long , 
visit to Jordan in the course of a j 
new plan by the Ministry of Tour- 
ism to stimulate the tourism in- 
dustry in Jordan. 

The group’s trip was organised 
by the Italian tourist firm Bonco 
Ensiiio whose director general 
met Saturday with Minister of 
Tbdrism Daorid Khalaf to discuss ~ 
further means df stimulating, the 
industry and bringing in more 
tourist groups from Italy. 

Mr. Khalaf said that the Minis- 
try of Tourism bad charted plans 
designed to develop tourist facili- 
ties and meet die needs of tourists 
from Italy, which, he said, consti- 
tutes the second major supplier of 
tourists to Jordan. 

The group will be taken around 
various archaeological sites and 
(daces of interest in the company 
of guides .and Ministry of Tourism 
officials. 

Ministry of Tourism Secretary 
General Nasri Atallah, who 
attended the meeting with the 
minister, said earlier that the 
Italians were coming on what he 
called a '‘peace tour*’ of the 
Kingdom. 

The Ministry of Tourism had 
earlier arranged similar visits for 
other groups from Finland and 
other European countries. “The 
programme is being launched 
now that the war has ended in the 
Gulf and the various airlines are 
operating normal flights to Jor- 
dan,” Mr. Atallah said. 

Mi. Atallah estimated Jordan’s 
losses of income due to the war at 
$250 million, and noted that the 
country’s hotels had at one time 
to lay off three quarters of their 
employees because of poor busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Atallah earlier this month 
accompanied Her Majesty Qu6ot 
N oor to Liverpool, England, 
where an exhibition of Jordanian 
artifacts went on display to help 
attract tourists to the Kingdom s 
treasures. 

Doctor 


MJ planning to Jordantse staff 


lecture on 
intifada 

AMMAN (J.T.) — “My Experi- 
ence in Gaza During. the Intifa- 
da” will be the tide of a lecture to 
be delivered by Dr. Panlioe Oil- 
ting Sunday at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Professional Associations Cbm- 
. pjex fn Shmeisani. / 

Dr. Cutting, who worked/as a 
trauma-surgeon in A1 Abll Hos- 
mtal.in Gaza for sixmoriBf.lSThe 
author of “Children of the 
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Labour Minister Abdul Karim AI Dughmi Saturday inspects work in the simulator at Queen Alia 
International Airport (Petra photo) 


JMA elections expected to 
attract large number of voters 


AMMAN -(J.T.) — Only iwo 
weeks from the day appointed for 
the election of a new’ president 
and board for the Jordanian 
Medical Association (JMA) there 
are signs rhar rhe two- candidates 
for the post. Hassan Khreis and 
Ishaq Maraqa are running neck to 
neck. 

Both candidates enjoy deep 
respect from the association 
members and each one stands a 
good chance to win in view of the 
huge number of registered voters, 
said an official at the Jordan 
Professional Association Com- 
plex. 

To date 3.400 physicians and 
specialists have registered to vote 
in the election, due on May 31. 
Out of an original 9,000 JMA 
registered doctors, he said. 

Dr. Khreis. who is running for 
the post of presidency for the fifth 
time, represents the Democratic 
Alliance Bloc, while Dr. Ishaq 
Maraqa, who represents the Isla- 
mic movement, is running for the 
post for the first time. 

The new president succeeds 
Mamdouh Abbadi who has 
assumed the post for two con- 
secutive terms, each lasting two 
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Hassan Khreis 

years. 

Along with the election of the 
president, the JMA members will 
have to elect nine members of (he 
JMA board out of 34 registered 
candidates, the official said. 

One week from now the JMA 
General Assembly is expected to 
convene in order to debate the 
JMA financial and administrative 
report. It will also discuss the 
coming elections which are ex- 
pected by many JMA members to 


Ishaq Maraqa 

be rather heated. 

According to the official, this is 
the first time in JMA history that 
so many registered members will 
take part. The official said in 
previous JMA elections between 
1.500 and 2.5(10 used to partici- 
pate. 

To facilitate matters for doc- 
tors taking part in the coming 
election, the JMA has assigned 
three election centres: Amman, 
Irbid in rhe north, and Karak in 
the south. 
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Minister of Planning Khaled Auxin Abdullah Satur- mes of 'the employment and development fund 
day chair s a meeting on the function and program- (Petra pboto) 

Meeting reviews employment, 
development fund’s function 


The lecture, with a slide pre- 
sentation, is organised by Jortan 
'Medical Aid for Palestinians 
(MAP). 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Planning Khaled Amin Abdullah 
Saturday chaired a meeting to 
discuss the function and program- 
mes of the employment arid de- 
velopment fluid which was. re- 
cently established to finance in- 
I come — generating projects for 
I the needy and limited-income 
groups in Jordan. 

The fund is designed to reha- 
bilitate and find work for at least 
30 per cent of the Jordanian 
population, those described as 
the less fortunate group within 
the Jordanian society, according 
to the minister who was addres- 
sing a group of Parliament mem- 
bers, file director of the Industrial 
Development Bank (IDB) and 
directors of a number of organisa- 
tions involved in operating die 
fund. 

In reviewing the aims of the 
fund and its resources and terms 
for obtaining loans for projects, 
the minuter said that the govern- 
ment was determined to follow 
this path in order to alleviate the 
suffering? of the low-income and 
needy groups in Jordan by pro- 
viding soft loans that can help 
family heads to earn a decent 
living. 

The main source for die fond, 
he said, is the state’s treasury, but 
the fund will be receiving con- 
tributions and donations from vb- . 


nous other sources. 

Families -eligible for such loans 
are those with monthly salaries 
not exceeding JD 120, the unem- 
ployed, but with sufficient skills 
to start a businesses requiring back- 
ing and financial support, the 


minister pointed out. 

The minister said that the fund 
would charge only two per cent 
interest on the loans and was 
currently looking for financial 
resources to provide money for 
the initial stages. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King, Prince condole AI Karaki family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Saturday visited AI Karaki family to condole them on behalf of 
His Majesty King Hussein and in his own name on the death of 
Abdul Aziz AI Karaki, father of Minister of Culture Khaled AI 
Karaki. 

Hospitals receive anti-cancer drugs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Upon Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath’s 
initiative anti-cancer drugs have been distributed to the three 
major hospitals in Amman: the Royal Medical Services, Jordan 
University Hospital and AI Bashir Hospital. These anti-cancer 
drugs, valued at JD 15,000 have been donated from private 
sources in Germany and Spain through Her Royal Highness's 
personal contacts. Part of the donation was raised by the Amman 
Baccalaureate School. More donations are expected 


AMMAN (Petra) — Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim Ai Dugh- 
mi Saturday visited the Queen 
Alia International Airport 
(QAIA) ai the invitation of 
Royal Jordanian (RJ), inspected 
work at different sections and was 
briefed on the activities of non- 
Jordanian workers. 

RJ Director General Husam 
Abu Ghazaleh and senior RJ 
officials who accompanied Mr. 
Dughmi on the visit announced 
that the national airline was still 
employing 156 non-Jordanians in 
the absence of Jordanian substi- 
tutes. 

Currently RJ employs 300 
Jordanian pilots and only eight 
non- Jordanian ones, down from 
59 non-Jordanians in 1984, said 


Seminar 
to review 
political, 
economic , 
military, 
social issues 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Amman-based Islamic Studies 
and Research Centre will orga- 
nise a special political seminar on 
May 27 under the slogan “To- 
wards a Stronger Jordan." and 
the participants will review sever- 
al working papers dealing with 
economic, social, military and 
political affairs, according to an 
announcement. 

The organisers at the centre 
said that the seminar, in which 
various prominent personalities 
representing different ideologies 
and political orientations in Jor- 
dan would participate, was de- 
signed to lay the groundwork for 
a strong foundation of integrated 
popular activity at the local, Arab 
and Islamic levels. 

The announcement said that 
the theme was carefully chosen to 
reflect the need for building up a 
strong intrinsic Arab power, with 
Jordan serving a pivotal role in 
view of its location and its past 
and present endeavours in con- 
fronting the enemy’s expansionist 
plans. 

The centre’s Secretary General 
Bilal AI Tal said that the day-long 
seminar was expected to discuss 
four working papers dealing with 
political, economic, social and 
military issues prepared by spe- 
cialists in the fields. 

"A large number of prominent 
people in rhe political, social, 
economic and military fields will 
be invited to take part in review- 
ing these issues and come up with 
a joint formula for a plan of 
action designed to see a stronger 
Jordan, capable of performing its 
national duty," Mr. Tal said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra. 

The working papers at the 
seminar, be said, will be pre- 
sented by Abdullah AI Khatib, 
executive president of the Gener- 
al Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS), Dr. Fayez Tarawneh, 
Parliament member Ahmad 
Azaideh and retired army officer 
Ghazi Tweisi. 


RJ officials. 

The labour minister was told 
that engineers and technicians 
from various Arab and foreign 
countries had been receiving 
training at the simulator installed 
at the airport, earning Jordan JD 
632,000 in rerums in 1990 alone. 

They said that the simulator 
employed 54 people out of whom 
four only are non-Jordanian tech- 
nicians. 

Training of non-Jordanian 
pilots on the simulator earned RJ 
SI. 3 million in the past year, 
officials said. 

Pilots, they said, come from 
the Turkish, French, Libyan. 
Yemeni, Syrian. German and 
Nigerian airlines and there are 
new contracts for training Tuni- 


sian and Algerian pilots. 

In the services and catering 
unit RJ employs 431 employees, 
of whom 300 are Jordanians and 
the rest, including 121 hostesses, 
are non-Jordanians. This is the 
first time in RJ's history that it 
succeeds in employing more 
Jordanian than non-Jordanian 
hostesses, officials said. 

RJ officials said that the air- 
port's catering unit served all 
Arab and foreign airlines using 
the airport and offered nearly 
3,500 meals on a daily basis. 

The labour minister, who was 
accompanied by his aides and 
senior ministry officials, visited 
the Engineering and Mainte- 
nance Department and was told 
that our of 1,381 staff members 


there, 13 were non- Jordanian 
technicians with special skills. ^ 
According to the officials, RJ’s 
departments were constantly pro- 
viding training to Jordanians to 
gradually take over the business 
in full from the remaining non- 
Jordanian workers. 

They said that the Engineering 
and Maintenance Department 
last year offered services to Iraqi, 
Yemeni, Syrian, Sudanese, Sri 
Lankan, Canadian. Egyptian and 
other airlines earning the country 
59.17 million. 

Following the tour, Mr. Dugh- 
mi voiced Ids satisfaction with the 
airlines’ policy concerning the 
workers, and said that the visit 
gave him a deeper insight into the 
airlines’ activities. 


RJ says it lost $100m 
during the Gulf crisis 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ). the national air car- 
rier, announced Saturday that it 
had sustained SI 00 million losses, 
at the rate of S12.5 million a 
month, as a result of the Gulf 
crisis which began last August 
and that it planned to open new 
stations abroad ro expand its op- 
erations. 

The announcement was made 
by RJ's Director General Husam 
Abu Ghazaleh who said that the 
losses had resulted from the soar- 
ing prices of fuel and the sur- 
charge in insurance premiums, in 
view of the situation that pre- 
vailed in the region, and the 
losses in tourism and transit pas- 
sengers as well as the closure of 
the Gulf air zone during the Gulf 
crisis. 

Abu Ghazaleh said that losses 
also resulted from stationing most 
of RJ's fleei in European capitals 
to avoid paying extra insurance 
fees on RJ planes if they operated 
in the Middle East and the Gulf 
zone. 


The rise in fuel prices and 
insurance premiums, he said, 
coincided wiih a drastic fall in 
passenger and cargo traffic in the 
region during the crisis. 

RJ used to pay 5250,000 a 
month, but during the crisis the 
fees jumped to 5520,000, and 
later went down to 5350,000 be- 
fore going back to normal, 
according ro RJ officials. 

Britain, France. Germany, 
Spain and the United States were 
among countries which advised 
their citizens to avoid travelling 
to Jordan because of the tension 
in Middle East, thus reducing the 
number of air passengers, they 
said. 

According to Abu Ghazaleh, 
RJ resumed flights gradually to 
various destinations as of April 
and May, and has now worked' 
out flight schedules to various 
destinations in the Gulf area and 
Europe. 

As of the coming month, RJ 
will draw up a summer plan which 
will take into consideration the 


pilgrimage (Haj) season, the re- 
turn of expatriates and students 
as well as businessmen and tour- 
ists traffic. 

Abu Ghazaleh said in his state- 
ment to the Jordan News Agen- 
cy. Petra, that RJ planned to 
open new stations abroad and the 
airline would announce further 
details about their plans early 
next month. 

During the Gulf crisis RJ char- 
tered some of its aircraft to inter- 
national organisations, for the 
repatriation of evacuees from 
Kuwait and Iraq to various des- 
tinations, but it cancelled all its 
eastward flights in view of the 
situation in the Gulf zone. 

In February RJ resumed li- 
mited flights to Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates and a 
few weeks later the airline 
announced resumption of normal 
flights to all its destinations and 
the cancellation of all insurance 
surcharge premiums imposed 
during the crisis by the foreign 
insurance companies. 


Iran keen on promoting ties 
with Jordan — parliamentarians 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
representing the Iranian Shura 
(parliament) discussed the Pales- 
tine question and Iranian- 
Jordanian relations here Saturday 
with Speaker of the Lower House 
of Parliament Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat and handed him a message 
from the Iranian parliament 
Speaker Mehdi Karroubi. 

The delegation, which arrived 
here Friday from Syria, is led by 
Ahmad Uzcizi, chairman of an 
Iranian parliamentary committee 
in charge of international par- 
liamentary affairs, who voiced his 
dbuntry's keen interest on prom- 
oting ties and cooperation with 
Jordan in various fields. 

Mr. Uzebti said Iran wished to 
coordinate its foreign .policies at 
various international fora with 
those of Jordan and to boost 
bilateral cooperation. 

He extended an invitation to 
Mr. Arabiyat to visit Tehran and 
hold talks with Iranian members 
of parliament. 

The delegation’s visit to Am- 
man is the second by an Iranian 
parliamentary group since Febru- 
ary this year shortly after a deci- 


sion by Amman and’ Tehran to 
restore diplomatic ties between 
the two countries after a break of 
nearly 10 years. 

. Mr. Arabiyat. ^underlined the 
importance of coordinating 
Jordanian-Iranian positions, 
especially with regard to the 
Palestine question, which, be 
said, is of concern to all Muslims. 
. “In view of its geographic loca- 
tion and its proximity to the 
Palestinian people and the Pales- 
tine problem, Jordan has been 
shouldering a serious burden and 
is now in need of further backing 
and assistance from its sister Isla- 
mic states in order to confront the 
challenges." Mr. Arabiyat said at 
the meeting. 

Mr. Arabiyat welcomed Iran’s 
proposal to hold an international 
parliamentary conference to dis- 


cuss the Palestine question and to 
voice support for the Palestinian 
people. 

"There is no doubt that such a 
conference would give political 
'international backing for the 
Palestinian people and their just 
cause," Arabiyat noted. 

Upon his arrival here Friday, 
Mr. Uzeizi said that Iran was 
calling for such a conference to 
canvass support for the Palesti- 
nians and said that he would sound- 
out Jordan’s views and those of 
other Islamic nations on this im- 
portant matter,- 

Iran formally opened its 
embassy in Amman last March 
when the Iranian flag was hoisted 
- at a special ceremony on the 
temporary embassy premises, but 
the two countries have not yet 
exchanged ambassadors. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITION 

$ Art exhibition by Nazir Ismail at the French Cultural Centre. 

° r iethographs and monoprints. by 

Ahmad Nawash and Yasser Duweik at Abdul Haowed Sboman 
Foundation (10 a.m — 5 p.tn.) 


Over 30 industries to take part in Bucharest trade fair 

Romania — a potential market for Jordanian goods 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to tbe Jordan Timet 

AMMAN — In view of the loss 
of the Gulf markets, brought 
about by the Gulf crisis, Jor- 
dan is looking for alternative 
markets, mostly in Europe 
where industrialists feel that 
the potential is strongest. 

A seemingly good opportun- 
ity to promote Jordanian goods 
in European markets will be 
provided by the International 
Trade Fair to be held in Roma- 
nia during the first week of 
June. 

The Romanian Embassy in 
Amman Saturday held a meet- 
ing for the Jordanian business- 
men who are interested in par- 
ticipating in the annual trade 
week to be held in Bucharest at 
the end of May. 

The meeting aimed at in- 
forming the businessmen of the 
Romanian legislation within 
the frame of the governmental 
programme of economical re- 
form, especially after the over- 
throwing of the totalitarian 
regime in Dec, 1989. 

Mr. Farouk Hadidi, the 
director of exports develop- 
ment who will be the director 
of tbe entire Jordanian section 
at the Bucharest fair, said that 
at this time of economic de- 


pression in Jordan, the trade 
week in Bucharest was a good 
chance for Jordanian business- 
men to explore the potentials 
of an alternative market. 

'This trade week will be an 
opportunity for the Jordanian 
businessmen to introduce their 
products abroad and hopefully 
promote the sale of their 
goods,” Mr. Hadidi said. 

The Eastern European mar- 
ket could be a potentially large 
market for Jordanian-made 
consumer products. According 
to George Epure, the chief of 
the commercial section at the 
Embassy of Romania, between 
1988 and 1990 the volume of 
exchange between Romania 
and Jordan made the Roma- 
nian market the second largest 
market for Jordanian products 
among tbe East European 
markets, “and it has the poten- 
tial to grow further." 

Atram Abu Zeid, the depu- 
ty manager of the Jordanian 
Commercial Centres, said that 
so far over 30 Jordanian com- 
panies are participating in the 
upcoming fair. "This is the first ■ 
time that Jordan participates in 
the trade fair in Romania," 
Mr. Abu Zeid said. “But the 
Romanian market has the need 
for everything we produce is 
Jordan, so industrial Jordanian 


companies that are participat- 
ing in the fair have many good 
chances for tbe future." 

The secretary general of the 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chamber of Commerce, Amin 
AI Hussein i, said that business- 
men should try to boost coop- 
eration with Romania "as this 
is a step forward." We should 
send more trade groups to 
Romania first because rhe 
trade potential is good and 
second because it has become 
increasingly easier to establish 
trade relations in Romania as 
meetings with the concerned 
government sectors are facili- 
tated by the recent reform,” 
Mr. AI Husseim said. 

Many traders showed enthu- 
siasm for the event. 

"I want to study the possibi- 
lities of establishing a series of 
bakeries in Romania." 
Mohamd Galeb Abu 
Sinainieh, an agent of several 
automatic bakeries in Jordan 
said. He said that he would like 
to start a bakery project in 
Bucharest and eventually 
spread it to tbe various cities in 
Romania. 

Another trader, who de- 
clined to give his name, said 
that his aim while participating 
in the trade fair was to study 


the potential to establish a 
business where he can process 
raw materials found in Roma- 
nia, such as molasses. 

Tbe companies to be repre- 
sented in Bucharest include 
some specialising in dothes, 
shoes, carpets, ovens, re- 
frigerators, detergents, paints, 
phospates, insecticides, sham- 
poos, and tomato paste. 

More than 400 companies 
worldwide will participate in 
the international fair. 

According to the Chajge 
d 1 Affaires of the Romanian 
Embassy Petre Popescu, trade 
relations between Jordan and 
Romania have been develop- 
ing steadily. He said that coop- 
eration was mostly between 
the Romanian and Jordanian 
specialists in the field of in- 
stallation of electrical lines and 
drilling works. 

One recent law passed by 
the parliament of Romania is 
the ‘Toreign investment law” 
which offers many advantages 
to foreign investors, such as 
exemption from import cus- 
toms duties, exemption from 
paying taxes on profits for up 
to 5 years following investment 
and a guarantee thai foreign 
investments in Romania shall 
not be nationalised at any 
time. 
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Need for closing ranks 

ms MAJESTY King Hussein's talks with Syrian President 
Hnfw A1 Assad Saturday came amid con fl ict in g reports on 
the real outcome of U.S. Secretary of State James Baker’s 
fourth mkrinn in the region- As it happened, the King also 
received a message from Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak who will be visiting Damascus after his European tour. 

These political moves are important in themselves. But 
when viewed against other developments related to 
American-led efforts to hold a peace conference, they might 
be even more so. U.S. President George Bosh said Friday 
that he now sees “real cause for optimism on the prospects 
for convening the proposed conference on the Middle East.*’ 
“My assessment,” President Bosh told reporters, “is that 
there fc real cause for optimism and we wiU continue to work 
this process.” It appears that Mr. Baker brought with him 
in his diplomatic bag some encouraging news to prompt the 
U.S. ftlirf executive to comment that peace in the Middle 
East might finally be attainable contrary to earlier reports 
from Tel Aviv, where the secretary of state bad ended bis 
Middle By* tour, that there was do breakthrough in the 
U.S ■larmji talks, there are now persistent reports that 
Washington may have entered into secret agreements with 
Tel Aviv in a bid to surmocmt the remaining obstacles facing 
the convening of the conference. . 

While the nature and scope of such agreements between 
Israel and the U.S. are yet to be revealed,, the situation for 
the Arabs side remains anything but dear.. With Syria’s 
“conditions” stffl largely depicted as the real hurdle in the 
path of holding the peace parley, the King’s trip to Syria 
fadtps on an additional importance, especially in the wake of 
repeated attempts by some quarters to split the Arab camp 
»wd to dibit* the conference’s meaning beyond recognition. 

With Mr. Mubarak’s expected trip to Syria on Sunday — 
a visit that is apparently intended at reassuring the Syrians 
that there would not be a conference without Syria — the 
stage is set for a closer coordination and cooperation among 
the three Arab capitals and others. Full synchronisation 
between Amman, Damascus and Cairo, over and above 
Jar fianian - Palestinian coordination, is dearly emerging to 
be a crucial factor in the completion of the cycle of 
diplomatic and political efforts to present one Arab front to 
the Americans. President Bush’s euphoria about the pros- 
pects for peace in the area would remain out of [dace as long 
as legitimate Arab concerns about the need to hold a truly 
effective peace conference on the baas of Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 are not appreciated and taken into 
consideration. King Hussein’s exchange of views with the 
Syrian president would have no doubt been aimed at dosing 
Arab ranks and dispelling any fears about where each and 
every Arab capital stands on the fundamental issues 
affecting the anticipated peace negotiations. Amman and 
Damascus are in on this together. But in order to make the 
Arab effort a real success in the search for real and lasting 
peace, Jordan and Syria need the backing of not only Egypt 
but all the Arab countries in this endeavour. Upon Ids 
retur n last night, the King was emphatic about the need and 
necessity for a pan- Arab effort. Let us hope such a 
candusioa is inevitable and that it will materialise before too 
long. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE world is watching James Baker's report to President Bush 
and awaiting action on the part of the U.S. administration in the 
light of the outcome of Baker's recent mission in the Middle East, 
said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Saturday. The same U.S. administration 
was quick to react to Iraq? occupation of Kuwait last August 
when Iraq refused to putl out its forces from the emirate, said the 
paper. But it noted the Israelis now seem to be holding on to lands 
occupied since 1967; and it is interesting to know the American 
administration's reaction to the fsraeli attitude, the paper noted. 
So for, the paper said, Washington seems to be adhering to its 
declared intention of implementing U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 to achieve peace in the region; and President 
Bush's statement about his determination to bring about an 
exchange of land for peace is still deeply appreciated and 
respected by the Arabs, the paper pointed out. But it noted that 
such commitment is now put to the test, and it remains to be seen 
whether the U.S. administration wants to apply a just peace or to 
impose capitulation and injustice. Should the U.S. administration 
change its mind about the implementation of the international 
legitimacy then it means that the Middle East will be in for further 
cycles of terrorism and violence because it would be faring 
another stage of instability and lack of peace and justice. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily Saturday considers Baker's mission as 
dead, thanks to Israel's intransigent attitude, and calls on those 
who showed optimism and enthusiasm about the Baker mission to 
exchange condolences over the dead mission. Sultan Al Hattab 
says even if Baker had succeeded in covering a peace conference, 
the Israelis would have killed his mission at the conference table, 
because Israel has its own objectives which do not conform to the 
peace wanted by the Arabs. The writer stressed the fact that the 
United States was responsible for Israel’s intransigent stand since 
it is the United States which continues to provide backing to 
Israel’s policies, and it is Washington which refuses to exercise 
any form of pressure on the Zionist state to force it to accept 
international legitimacy. The writer wonders about the attitude of 
those Arab countries which backed the United States in its war 
against Iraq, and wonders about the attitude of those Arabs which 
called on the United States and the international community to 
end Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait. All Baker’s four tours of the 
region and his talks with Arab and Israeli leaders ended in zero, 
and all the voices raised during the Gulf war have now fallen 
silent, says the writer. He says the United States continues to help 
Israel absorb hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews to be settled 
on occupied Arab land, and will continue to do so as it slowly 
turns its back on the Arabs and its allies in the Gulf war. 


By Dr* Fatal Al - Fanek 


What wen 


THE government of Jordan adopted economic planning before 
any other Arab countiy. As far back as 1952. a 10-year economic 
programme was established with the assistance of the World 
Bank. That programme was no economic plan but rather a 
scenario for ten years. The seven-year economic and social plan 
for 1963-70 was the first Jordanian experimentation with econo- 
mic planning. The plan was interrupted by the 1967 occupation of 
the West Bank and thus was abandoned. The three year economic 
.and social plan (1973-1975) was the firet, and perhaps the best, 
development plan, formulated by Jordanian economists, and 
inspired by political vision and national purpose. 

Three consecutive five-year plans followed. They were mainly 
lists of planned projects supported by some objectives which 
sounded nice but lacked the mechanism for implementation. 

The last plan (1985-1990) led the country into the crisis and the 
near collapse of 1988. 

Many things must have. gone wrong in past economic planning 
that we now need adjustment 'programmes to correct the 
distortions and imbalances that were created under these plans, 
and ro undo the mistakes. 

Now that planning is no more fashionable, it is time to look 
back at our economic planning era to identify the mistakes. 

Perhaps, the most fatal mistake was the belief that borrowing 
had no limits, and that development can be financed with 
maximum credit and minimum domestic savings. 



Jordan’s economic development? 


While we were borrowing heavily to finance projects and make 
up for the deficit of the budget, the government was willing to 
subsidise fuel, water, electricity and food. Subsidies turned out to 
be bribes to the people to keep silent. 

Another form of subsidy was the overvalued dinar, which was „ 
maintained at a fixed rate against special drawing rights (SDRs) 
for 15 years despite the domestic inflation rate which was 
persistently above the rate in the SDR countries. This policy 
promoted imports and suppressed exports and hurt the competi- 
tiveness of Jordanian produce. 

The public sector grew out of proportions. The public sector did 
not only utilise sizeable Arab aid and huge foreign loans, it also 
borrowed heavily both internally and externally. The private 
sector was marginalised and reduced to a role of dependency on 
government spending. Instead of entrepreneurs, the country 
produced profiteers. Over 50 per cent of the labour force was 
employed by the public sector to provide government services. 

Large-scaie projects proved to be feasible in the longer run, yet 
major mistakes were committed in the implementation stages. 
They took longer time to establish, and cost double or triple the 
estimated cost. 

Industry was over-protected. Protection exceeded 100 per cent 
and sometimes 200 per cent of the value added. Protected 
industry pressed for even higher protection, though it was only 
limited to the domestic markets. 


The development drive took place at 
participation in deciaon-matangwas at a 
tabihty almost non existent. This situation inevitably 
corruption at various levels of government. nt**mj*J*L 
' Economic security was never taken into account. Of cou rse y e 
had no choice but to depend on one port, Aqaba, one 
complex at the Dead Sea, and one canal adjacent to the 
line to irrigate the area that holds the food batiiet of the “Qntry. 
We chose to depend on one source of oil, Saudi Arabia, one , 
.pipeline to bring it, Tapline, and one refinery to processm Zarqa. 
Electricity generation was unnecessarily com*ntrat«l^ra one. 
place. Even the second and third stations were placed at. the same,, 
spot with the first station. 

In general, the (1985-1990) plan was based on Imogen 
borrowed tune beyond cun' means, the question was not if mn 
when we will have a. crisis. . . 

Mistakes were pointed out at various times— in many occasion 
in this very place — but were frowned upon arid dismissed as 
negative attitude. • , 

■ The identification of what went wrong in development should 
not blind us from appreciating the achievements and aHxess in 
developing the productive capacity of the' country and raising the' 
standard of living of the people. The achievement in educa t i o n, 
health, communication - tr an sport and chemical industries were 
first class, and the development of human resources was superb. 


Baker 


parties 9 will for peace in 


By Alan Eisner 
Reuter 

SHANNON. Ireland — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
said Thursday his fourth Mid- 
dle East peace mission had 
clarified many issues. But one 
central point still remains un- 
clear — do Arab stares and 
Israel want peace? 

Baker ended a hectic week of 
diplomacy in Israel, where he 
said he had defined the areas 
of agreement and disagree- 
ment between the United; 
Stales and Israel about a prop- 
osed Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

The areas of agreement, he 
said, were many. A U.S. offi- 
cial said they included the 
question of how Palestinians 
would be represented ar rhe 
conference table, a key point 
which has frustrated past peace 
efforts. 

"There remains to be re- 
solved the question of the role, 
if any. of the United Nations in 
the process and the question of 
the extent to which any confer- 
ence might reconvene.” Baker 
said after meeting Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
Thursday. 

These same points were out- 
standing when Baker 
embarked on his mission last 
Friday. Israel insists on a one- 
day conference without the 
U.N. and Syria demands a 
conference under U.N. au- 
spices that could be periodical- 
ly reconvened. 

In that narrow sense. Bak- 
er's mission accomplished lit- 
tle. However, the Israelis gave 
him enough leeway on other 
points to be able to declare 
that his effort was not dead. 

"I'm certainly not claiming 
we can make this thing work. 
But I'm equally not suggesting 
that the effort is dead at this 
point,” the official said. 

Shamir is a past master at 
handling U.S. secretaries of 
state who aspire to bring peace 


to the Middle East. Last ye3r. 
he kept Baker on a string for 
months, saying neither "yes’* 
nor “no” to his plan for con- 
vening talks between Israel 
and Palestinians, before finally 
turning him down. 

Before that, he welcomed 
Baker's predecessor George 
Shultz on five fruitless Middle 
East missions that ultimately 
achieved nothing except to 
diminish Shultz's personal pre- 
stige. 

Baker is acutely aware of 
this precedent. But he is a 
prisoner of President Bush's 
desire to be able to point to a' 


tangible political achievement 
flowing from his military vic- 
•tory in the Gulf. 

While Bush has said be 
wants to be a catalyst for Mid- 
dle East peace. Baker has re- 
peatedly said he can nor impose 
peace if Arabs and Israelis 
themselves lack the will to 
strive for it. 

The Baker party feels that 
the U.N. issue and the ques- 
tion of whether the conference 
can be reconvened are just 
excuses the parties are using to 
avoid committing themselves. 

“It goes without saying that 
you’re not going to have a 


conference until the countries 
that are participants in such a 
conference make a firm deci- 
sion that this is what they 
want.” Baker said as he left 
Israel. 

The implication, though un- 
stated in public, was clear — 
they have not yer made such a 
decision. 

Shamir knows that any peace 
process he enters will ultimate- 
ly revolve around the question 
of an Israeli withdrawal from 
the occupied West Bank, Gaza 
Strip and Golan Heights. 

In three speeches last 
weekend, he vowed yet again 


not to give up an inch of this 
territory, captured in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

Many of his supporters be- 
lieve the land was given to 
Israel by God. Over 100.000 
have a direct stake in the land 
because they live in Jewish 
settlements there. So from his 
point of view perhaps it would 
be. better not to enter "the pro- 
cess at all. 

Arab leaders like Syria's 
President Hafez Al Assad 
know that making peace with 
Israel could Egyptian them to 
grave internal threats. 

They remember what hap- 


pened to Egyptain President 
Anwar Sadat, the only Arab 
leader yet to make peace with 
Israel, who was assassinated in 
1981. 

Assad, with his traditional 
leadership of the radical Ajab 
camp, is torn between a wish to 
reassert that role and plotting a 
pro-western course. 

If there was, as Baker stated 
after the Gulf war, a “window 
of opportunity” for Middle 
East peace, nobody wasr an- 
xious to jump- through- it and 
jhe window is now barely 
open. 

Baker and Bush have several 
options. They could proceed 
with their current tactic of hav- 
ing Baker tour the region every 
few weeks in the hope of mak- 
ing more incremental progress. 

Or Bush himself could take a 
hand, perhaps with a major 
policy speech setting out his 
vision of'a Middle East peace 
settlement, perhaps even by 
proposing some sort of Middle 
East summit to break the 
logjam. 

Or they could let the issue 
rest for a few months and 
return to it later in the year in 
the hope that something will 
have changed by then. 

Baker's travel schedule in 
-the next few weeks will take 
him elsewhere to concentrate 
on other issues. He will not be 
able to devote as much time 
and effort to the Middle East 
as he has in the past two 
months. 

He plans to attend an Ango- 
lan ceasefire signing ceremony 
in Lisbon at the end of May, a 
NATO foreign ministers' 
meeting in early June and a 
European security conference 
in mid-June. 

There is also the question of 
a Soviei-U.S. summit to dis- 
cuss, a mid-July summit of the 
seven major industrial nations 
in London to prepare and a 
gruelling trip to Asia scheduled 
for late July. 



War as catharsis ; post-war cosmetics 


By Mohammad Zakaria 

THROUGHOUT the Gulf crisis, 
the disciples of Western culture 
were consistently true to their 
education. With their copies of 
“HamJet” deftly nestled in their 
drawing room libraries, they were 
quick to give Unde Sam the 
benefit of the doubt. The distance 
between Aug. 2 and the madness 
that was Jan. 15, they contem- 
plated, could never be traversed 
by a culture that bad prided itself 
in maintaining an altitude of heal- 
thy skepticism, which translated 
into a meticulous attention to 
detail and a thorough checking of 
all sides of the most routine issues 
before embarking on any course 
of action. That oil tore was way 
past the junige days of the col- 
onialism of the first part of this 
century. As the crisis was heading 
towards its climax, many of (hose 
disciples argued, rather chihasti- 
cally, that the whole thing could 
turn out for the best of everyone 
concerned. 

But alas! Before they knew it, 
they were being treated to a rare 
display of those “United Na- 
tions” at work: Instantly, the 
Middle East had exploded into a 
vast psychiatric ward, with the 
psychopaths this time determin- 
ing their individual courses of 
treatment. 

First it was Joseph Sisco, for- 
mer U.S. under secretary of 
state. Minutes after Iraq had 
announced its unconditional 
withdrawal from Kuwait, he told 
the BBC that the withdrawal was 
unacceptable because it “re- 
warded the aggressor.” When a 
third participant in the program- 
me commented that be couldn’t 


understand bow this could be so, 
adding that be hoped there was 
no “hidden agenda,” Sisco re- 
torted that he was sorry his inter- 
locuter could not understand. 
“You see," he continued, “the 
American people need some real 
victory to get over Vietnam.” 
George Bush repeated the same 
idea in a rather vulgar manner 
when he later said, “we've kicked 
the Vietnam thing.” 

The mood was no less vindic- 
tive on the other side of the 
Atlantic. With the memories of 
the downfall of the Empire still 
lingering in their minds, many 
erstwhile composed Britons, 
some of whom had settled for the 
underpaid job of teacher of En- 
glish in alien and hostile cultures 
(in lieu of ‘High Commissioner,* 
or some other respectable colo- 
nial position) grabbed the Gulf 
crisis as a golden opportunity to 
get back at those Third World 
bastards. The foreshadowing had 
been successfully staged in the 
Faukland Islands. Now was the 
moment for the climax. John 
Major was coming very close to 
being an iron lady! 

It takes only one mad man to 
create a bedlam. Not to be left 
out, some European states 
jumped on the bandwagon with 
dreams of wealth, grandenre and 
purgation. 

The Arab theatere was no less 
dramatic. The Gulf states, after a 
prolonged period of treatment 
like rich old sisters, were now 
fully equipped to make their 
point: The new upstarts should 
clearly understand that the days 
of Nasser were over; that they, 
the Gulf states, were prepared to 
ally themselves not only with the 


devil, but with what is worse, to 
counteract their brethereris in- 
cessant bullying. And consan- 
guinity could go to belli 

The Kuwaitis had to wait until 
the war was over to do their 
psychiatric treatment. Sophisti- 
cated and international in their 
outlook, they could understand, 
with amazing detachment, all the 
inferno of human frailty, and they 
had an ingenious remedy for each 
anomaly. Thus military occupa- 
tion was always a possibility, but 
could be circumvented by having, 
at any given moment, half their 
fellow citizens stationed abroad. 
The other half could fiee if neces- 
sary, giving the aggressor the 
shock of his life: a country stack- 
ed with expatriates! By the same 
reasoning, the economy could be 
safeguarded against external 
threat by transplanting it, lock 
stock and barrel, to the safety of 
overseas investment. 

The Kuwaitis had tolerated ex- 
patriate superiority in practically 
all walks of life, sometimes in- 
cluding financial superiority. But 
sure enough, they always man- 
aged to produce an original de- 
vice up their sleeves. Thus stu- 
dent evaluation at school had two 
yardsticks, one for Kuwaitis, and 
the other for expatriates. Accor- 
dingly, as a Kuwaiti you could in’ 
theory fail all your courses and 
rank first on the Kuwaiti scale. 
Admission to the University of 
Kuwait had been heavily biased 
in favour of the Kuwaiti scale. 

On the adult level, the 
Kuwaitis had been deeply hurt to 
see expatriates come in with 
Ph.Ds in subjects you and I had 
never beard of; they were tor- 


mented to hear their women say 
that expatriate mechanic? were so 
damn good. 

But this was all understand- 
able, and the feudal system was 
left virtually unscathed, a nicely 
going concern. Then come Iraqi 
occupation, and with it the 
announcement that the Iraqi 
occupation authorities were con- 
sidering extending the privilege 
of sponsoring expatriate labour to 
some Arab groups. Of the motley 
of expatriate navvies, the Palesti- 
nians were accuresd with a speci- 
fic mentioning in this regard. 
Yes, the Palestinians who had 
sent many a shrink to the unem- 
ployment line by willingly posing 
as self-proclaimed scapegoats for 
the ills of the petrodollar world. 

The spectre of the Palestinians 
changing ranks, from vassal to 
lord, threw the Kuwaitis off-ba- 
lance. For watching the sub- 
humanity that was the expatriate 
working force wriggling with 
agony was the sin qua non of the 
whole enterprise. Otherwise, you 
could always join your capital 
abroad and live happfly ever af- 
ter. Consequently, the Kuwaitis 
comprehended the full extent of 
their psychosis, and decided they 
required the most in-depth treat- 
ment Then they showed up on 
TV screens as dart plump little 
figures, die product of years of 
malnutrition, of scavenging on 
anything petrodollars could im- 
port: from Coca-Cola to Mara 
chocolate bars. And yes, dad in 
warm-up suits, they were toting 
machine guns and herding the 
expatriates, mostly Palestinians, 
to tortue and death. Details of 
their madness have been well 
documented by independent in- 


ternational groups. 

It is puzzling why the United 
Nations have bothered at aD to 
polish their image in the wake of 
the Gulf war. Presumably this has 
been just a cany over from pre- 
oew international order days, 
when you were concerned about 
being edged off because you were 
an imperialist or such. In princi- 
ple, the United Nations could 
move in anywhere they wished 
nowadays, even to maintain local 
law and order. And if yon didn’t 
like it they could always bomb 
you out of existence. With this 
new arrangement in mind, they 
can safely scrape off all their 
“information centres” and other 
image-enh anting facilities at no 
cost to their international 
standing. 

Bnt polish their image they did 
start at a frantic rate right after 
the war. Ironically enough, it was 
the Palestinians who have been 
utilised towards that end. The 
United Nations have done their 
homework remarkably well. 
They have run through the re- 
volutionary communiques and 
other Arab statements and were 
relieved to find that the commit- 
ment to the “legitimate rights” of 
the Palestinians has run through 
these communiques like a litany. 
(Never mind the fact that some of 
the new pravinus could not cor- 
rectly indicate Palestine on the 
map). More amazing was the fact 
that the Palestinians, out of utter 
desperation, have been easily 
taken in by the rhetoric of the 

communiques. The Palestinians, 
always handy and expendable, 
mused the United Nations, now 
should suddenly deserve a just 


and lasting peace. 

And the band played with sick- 
ening dissonance. Local Palesti- 
nian “leaders” suddenly cropped 
up, and were quick to be seen 
shaking hands with you-know- 
who and dying to have dose TV 
shots with him, despite the fact 
that those hands were still drip- 
ping with innocent Iraqi blood. (I 
have had visions of this last sent- 
ence having a ring along the lines 
of “The emperor has no clothes,” 
text 1 promptly recomposed my- 
self. With the lessons of the re- 
cent events still in mind I quickly 
remembered that property attired 
humanity is becoming a rare spe- 
cies indeed). 

By authorising those “leaders” 
to act in this shameful manner, 
the PLO has provided some of its 
critics with the ammunition they 
were looking for. The question of 
whether the PLO ban lost sight of 
tile delicate distinction between 
flexibility and* giving op on fun- 
damental principles has im- 
mediately jumped to the fore- 
ground. 

And what now? As I wake up 
to the serenity of these beautiful 
spring days, I feel (pleasantly 
pleasantly reassured. X get visions 
of this “Middle East” towering 
hke a happy giant, bemused by 
the sight of tiie disciples of West- 
era culture scurrying for cover, 
with their copies of “Hamlet” 
concealed like contraband. Mes- 
sages from our heritage have it 
“*** tkc psychiatric treatment has 
served only to aggravate the in- 
ternal aberrations of the “United 
Nations, ” The plastic surgery has 

rendered the ugly “United Na- 
tions” still uglier. ^ 
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have been the focus of talks. 

President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt was dne m Damascus Sun- 
day for similar talks with Mr. 
Asad, officials said. 

The Egyptian leader has been 
on a European tour. 

Mr. Baker wound up his fourth 
mission to the region in two 
months on Thursday. He re- 
turned to Washington from Israel 
after failing to achieve a break- 
through on talks. 

But be and U.S. President 
George Bush said some progress 
had been achieved and the peace 
drive was still alive. 

Syrian newspapers Saturday re- 
peated calls by Damascus for a 
significant U.N. role in any peace 
talks. 

“There is no doubt that the 
U.N. which adopted several re- 
solutions on peace in the region 
could contribute effectively in 
(solving) this issue because it 
constitutes the general 
framework which is capable of 
poshing peace efforts on the right 
direction,'' the official daily 
Tishreen said. 

“This does not mean (we are) 
underestimating the effectiveness 
of the two superpowers and their 
joint efforts to achieve peace in 
die region. On the contrary, they 


should back these efforts." 

Tishreen accused Israel's right- 
wing Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir of not wanting peace. 

"What Shamir and other Israeli 
leaders say about peace efforts 
show those people do not want 
peace. Or they want the peace on 
their own style which means a 
continuation of occupation and 
aggression against Arabs,” 
Tishreen said. 

“When Shamir repeats that 
Jerusalem is an eternal capital of 
his entity and that there is no role 
for the U.N. or the Europeans in 
peace talks this means be does 
not want peace." 

President Bush Friday prom- 
ised to “keep on plugging" for a 
Mideast peace conference, but 
officials say there are no plans for 
Secretary Baker to make another 
trip to the region. 

A tired-looking Baker on Fri- 
day reported to Mr. Bush about 
his latest mission. 

Putting the best face on a trip 
that failed to produce a break- 
through, Mr. Bush told reporters, 
"there is real cause for optimism'* 
despite stubborn differences be- 
tween Israel and Syria. 

The president brushed aside 
speculation that he might invite 
Arab and Israeli leaders to 
Washington to see if the deadlock 
could be broken. “That’s a detail 


I'm not discussing," he said. 

The president said he would 
send Mr. Baker back to the Mid- 
dle East “if there's reason to go 
back.” 

An administration official said 
that there are no plans for Mr. 
Baker to make another trip and 
that the next step is to await 
responses on issues Mr. Baker 
left with the parties. 

Despite Mr. Bush's optimism, 
the official, who requested 
anonymity, said the president 
wanted to convey “a sense of 
reality that this is a long-term 
process. It won’t be settled over- 
night." 

Mr. Bush said Mr. Baker was 
dealing with a very difficult 
dilemma. 

“And we will continue to work 
this process,” the president said. 
“We're not about to stop... and 
when you're working a problem 
this complicated, you just keep 
on plugging away." 

Like Mr. Baker. Mr. Bush 
refused discuss any proposals put 
forward by the United States, 
saying that quiet diplomacy was 
in order. 

He did noL explain his reasons 
for optimism except to point to a 
declaration by Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf states that they would 
send an observer to a peace con- 
ference. 
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feud which has lasted too long for 
the Kurdish people and for the 
Iraqi people as a whole,” Mr. 
Barzani said. 

He said it might be better to 
reach agreement with the govern- 
ment on control of Kirkuk rather 
than put the issue to a census to 
determine whether the area had a 
Kurdish majority. 

The 1970 accord provided for a 
census to define the Kurdish 
autonomous region but was never 
carried out 

Jalal Talabani, leader of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
told Reuters Tuesday that instead 
of a slice of the oil revenues from 
Kirkuk, the Kurds wanted a share 
of the state budget equal to their 
population — about 20 per cent 
of Iraq’s 18 million people. 

The Kurdish guerrillas have 
conducted talks with a govern- 
ment team headed by President 
Saddam's deputy On the ruling 
Revolution Command Council, 
Izzat Ibrahim, as well as Deptuy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz and 
Interior Minister Aii Hassan A1 
Majeed. 

Asked why he trusted the gov- 
ernment following its crushing of 
the rebellion, Mr. Barzani said: 
“Both of us have now got very 
strong experience that war is not 
the solution to this matter." 

The Iraqi News Agency re- 
ported that in reply to a question 
on the possible disarming of 
Pesbmerga fighters, Mr. Barzani 
said: ’The Pesbmerga will be part 
of the Iraqi forces and perhaps 
serve in the internal security 
force.” 

“We are part of the Iraqi peo- 
ple and our organisation will be 
part of Iraqi organisations," he 
added. 

Mr. Barzani stressed that the 
1970 accord was "the basis of all 

- ideas discussed so far,” the agen- 
cy said. 

“AD these are principle agree- 
ments. We are still negotiating,” 
Mr. Barzani said. "Nothing has 
been signed or finalised, but a 
broad agreement has been 
. . reached on these matters.” 

He told reporters here that 
-under the 20- point tentative 
! agreement, Iraqi officials had 
agreed to "a general amnesty, 

- repatriation of Kurdish refugees, 
rescinding of emergency laws, a 
‘-“crash plan for’ developing the 
'l&mfisb area” and the opening of 

a. new Kurdish university. 

V Mr. Barzani said the Iraqi lead- 
ership had agreed to a coalition 

• government for Iraq, and other 

- rebel iMdera'acccMQipaiiymg Mr* 

. Barzani said the percentage o* 
Kurds in- a new government 
wouH he in proportion to their 
populfion. 

v The ; coalition government. 

under the plan, would not include 

existing ;Shiite Muslim parties, 
Ithelitiwte said. 

V The Kurds said the interests or 
Shtite, 55 per cent of the popul- 

- fion, wonld.be assured by demo- 
' cracy. •' • ■ 

• The question of a census to 
detemtifle the Kurdish populauon 
remained a jnegotiating point, 

! Kurdish leaders - said. 

'Kxtrdish leaders claim they rep- 
reseht more than 30 per 

- Iraq's" pdpultion. Most estimates 
put it at 20 to 23 per cent- 

. .. . - . - J i 


Shamir reaffirms rejection 


f Con tinned from page 1) 
told reporters. 

French officials said Mr. Mit- 
terrand agreed that the U.N. 
should be involved, one way or 
another. 

Mr. Mubarak also said that a 
European presence in peace talks 
was essential despite Israeli re- 
servations. 

Mr. Mubarak said those in- 
terested in promoting peace 
should move quickly because di- 
plomacy might be more difficult 
during die U.S. presidential cam- 
paign next year. 

The main obstacle at present 
was the “intransigence" of Mr. 
Shamir. Mr. Mubarak said. He 
expressed regret that Israel had 


balked at endorsing European 
participation in Arab-Israeli 
talks. 

“Given the proximity of 
Europe to the Middle East, and 
the excellent relations which it 
has with countries in the region, it 
is essential that Europe be pre- 
sent in the peace process," Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

Mr. Mubarak said it didn't 
matter to him whether a peace 
conference was structured as re- 
gional or international. 

“What matters is what emerges 
from it,” be said. 

Mr. Mubarak stopped in Italy 
and Luxembourg en route to 
Paris and plans visits to Turkey, 
Syria and Libya before returning 
home. 


United Nations to post guards 


(Continued from page 1) 

forces. It is a deployment of U.N. 
guards to create a dimate of 
assurance.” 

Mr. Bemander said the guards 
were U.N. staff and not contri- 
buted by member nations. 

Iraq has rejected a British 
proposal for a United Nations 
police force to replace U.S. and 
allied troops in northern Iraq. 

Mr. Bemander said he had 
discussed the deployment with 
Kurdish rebel leaders negotiating 


an autonomy agreement in Bagh- 
dad. “They appredate any U.N. 
presence in that area," he said. 

Mr. Bemander said the five 
permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council had been in- 
formed of progress in the negotia- 
tions with Baghdad on the guard 
force. 

He said he did not know 
whether the deployment would 
lead to a withdrawal of Western 
forces from the area but said he 
believed it would have an affect 
on allied decision making. 


U.N. report says more data needed 


(Cantaraed from page 2) 

weapons sites. It recommends 
setting up a field office in 
Bahrain. 

A technical team of 34 mem- 
bers, headed by International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
Chief Inspector Dimitri Pern cos, 
arrived in Iraq on Wednesday to 
examine what is left of the coun- 
try's nuclear facilities. 

The team carried out a survey 
of the large nuclear research facil- 
ity of Tuwaitha, south of Bagh- 
dad, which was heavily damaged 
daring the allied bombing during 
the war. The site contained a 
French nuclear research reactor 
and a Soviet research reactor. 

Iraq says it has no nuclear 


weapons, but the United States 
and other countries have argued 
it is developing nuclear arms. 

The special commission is ex- 
pected later to send a second veri- 
fication team to inspect chemical 
weapons production and storage 
sites. 

The Security Council also was 
to set up a compensation fond 
next week to pay victims of Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait. The fund 
covers individuals, corporations, 
governments and damage to the 
environment. 

Iraq's detention of a Briton 
charged with spying has compli- 
cated the prospects of the Secur- 
ity Council's lifting sanctions 
against Iraq or allowing it to 
export oil. 


Economist striving for 
Third World cohesion 


By Jon Miller 

MANILA. The Philippines — 
Gamani Corea, renowned among 
economists for his views on inter- 
national trade, speaks with the 
cultured precision of u Cam- 
bridge professor. But he ha* a 
stem warning for the wealthy 
countries of the world. 

“The poor are not content to 
remain where they are, even if 
others think they should be more 
patient." cautions the h5-ycar-old 
Sri Lanka native. “There is a 
tremendous grounds well from be- 
low. Young people are coming 
into the labour market, with new 
aspirations, new expectations, 
and the governments are going to 
be under pressure to respond. 
And if they fail lu do so a 
dequately. there will be tensions. 
These tensions can take all kinds 
of forms — even violent forms.” 

That spells trouble not just for 
the poor countries, but for the 
rich countries as well. Cross-bor- 
der problems like drug traffick- 
ing, terrorism, environmental de- 
gradation and mass migration are 
all results of failing Third World 
economies. “You simply cannot 
envisage a stable world order if 
the Third World is in turmoil." 
Corea concludes. 

Corea, who was in Manila re- 
cently to deliver a lecture at the 
Asian Development Bank, h •. 
been fighting for “a new interna- 
tional economic order" since the 
1960s. By his own admission, the 
victories have been few and far 
between. The former diplomat 
and United Nations official has 
made a career of urging poor 
countries to stand up to rich 
countries in the area where it 
really counts: international trade. 
He has been awarded and recog- 
nised and given positions of inter- 
national importance, but his 
dream — a world in which the 
poor can negotiate effectively on 
their own behalf — is as far from 
reality today as it has been at any 
time since the colonial era ended 
in the 1960s. 

Corea's basic argument is fairly 
simple. A vibrant and open world 
economy is in everybody’s in- 
terest. but the current economic 
order favours the wealthier coun- 
tries. Therefore the rules must be 
rewritten so that the Third World 
can compete. But in order to take 
a constructive part in the rewrit- 
ing, the Third World must first be 
organised. 

Tliis last idea has been the 
major sticking point. “1 don't 
think things are going in my 
direction, although I do think 
that much of what I'm saying 
would still be echoed by people 
and thinkers in developing coun- 
tries,” he reflects. “I don't rhink 


it's enormously revolutionary in 

concept, in fact, in the earlier 
days, what l‘\e been saying was 
widely expressed in international 
circles." 

Corea first rose to prominence 
in the 197tis. when as Secretary- 
General of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and De- 
velopment ( UNCTAD 1 he called 
on the Third World to look for 
lessons in the oil price shock 
engineered by the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC). His idea 'was that 
the world economy depends on 
many of the basic commodities 
produced by developing coun- 
tries. hut that those commodities 
are rarely \alued highly enough. 

‘"Most primary pro- 
ducts are not as cru- 
cial as oil, but they are 
in demand, and they 
are bought and sold 
today. What I'm 
saying really is not 
that we should get 
together and jack up 
prices just so we can 
extract a bit more 
money from the rich. 
But there is a tenden- 
cy for all these pro- 
ducts to be in over- 
supply in the world 
markets, and the mar- 
ket mechanism itself 
doesn't always work 
the way the textbook 
says it should work. 
The textbook says that 
when prices fall, sup- 
plies contract and cor- 
rect the prices spon- 
taneously. £n fact, 
often you get the 
opposite reaction. 
When prices fall, peo- 
ple produce more in 
order to keep their 
total earnings up." 

"Most primary products are 
not as crucial as oil. but they are 
in demand, and they are bought 
and sold today.” he explains. 
“What I'm saying really is not 
that we should get together and 
jack up prices just so we can 
extract a bit more money from 
the rich. But there is a tendency 
for all these products to be in 
oversupply .in the world markets, 
and the market mechanism itself 


doesn't always work the way the 
textbook says it should work. The 
textbook says that when prices 
fall, supplies contract and correct 
the prices spontaneously. In fact', 
often you get the opposite reac- 
tion. When prices fall, people 
produce more in order to keep 
their total earnings up." 

That. Corea asserts, is bad 
news for both producers and con- 
sumers. "The alternatives are 
either that the commodity mar- 
kets remain depressed and in the 
doldrums, with all that implies for 
the producer countries or the 
producers get together in order to 
do some degree of supply man- 
agement.'* 

As head of UNCTAD. Corea 
promoted what was called the 
“North-South dialogue,” de- 
signed to acquaint rich countries 
with the perspectives of poor 
countries, and vice versa. In the 
process. Corea transformed UN- 
CTAD into an activist agency 
that sought to give voice to Third 
World concerns. But the North- 
South dialogue of the 1970s and 
19S0s was never a balanced one. 
largely because the poor coun- 
tries had little success in coming 
up with a coherent agenda. It 
became clear that a South-South 
dialogue was a necessary first 
step. 

That has been Corea's focus 
since he left UNCTAD in 1985. 
Last year he headed a high-level 
U.N. committee charged with 
formulating a strategy for Third 
World development in the 1990s. 
And from 1987 to 1990 he was a 
member of the South Commis- 
sion established by Third World 
leaders to explore ways to prom- 
ote the interests of developing 
countries. 

"The developing countries 
have a platform of some sort." 
Corea explains. "They're asking 
for commodities prices to stabil- 
ise. they're asking for market 
access, they're asking for prefer- 
ences and for all kinds of things. 
But this is an old platform, first 
put together in 1964. I think that 
much of it is still valid, but it has 
to be freshened up and updated 
to reflect the conditions of today. 
Developing countries should 
know what it is they want in 
international negotiations, and 
not just reart defensively and 
negatively to whatever is prop- 
osed by developed countries." 

For that, Corea proposes a 
Third World secretariat, a body 
that could represent the com- 
mon interests of developing coun- 
tries in negotiations with the First 
World. He does not propose 
another United Nations agency, 
nor does he propose another 
Group of Seventy-Seven or Non- 
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Gamani. Corea, renowned international economist, warns that 
turmoil will ensue unless Third World countries learn to cooperate 
to enable them to compete in world markets. 


Aligned Movement, organisa- 
tions of poor countries that have, 
Corea thinks, often resorted to 
rhetoric or inactivity when con- 
sensus proved to be too difficult 
to achieve. 

His idea is for a streamlined 
group devoted to nuts-and-bolts 
negotiation. “The purpose of a 
Third World secretariat." he 
says. “is to take the negotiating 
process to a higher degree of 
competence. to improve its 
qualify." 

A stronger Third World. Corea 
maintains, is ultimately in the 
interest of the First World. He 
points not just to the creation of 
new markets and new trading 
partners, but to the unhealthy 
consequences of continued 
poverty and stagnation. “It's 
good to be alive to the danger of 
unrest and failed expectations in 
the developing world.” he warns. 

Corea rejects the idea that the 
Third World wants to use the 
threat of unrest as a bargaining 
chip. howeverv~“The Third World 
does not want to harm itself in 
order to harm the North." he 
says. While he acknowledges that 


domestic policies are extremely 
important in determining a coun- 
try's economic success, he thinks 
the external economic environ- 
ment plays an even bigger role. 
And it is the wealthy countries, 
through effective negotiation and 
control of key resources, that 
write the rules for the global 
system. 

Corea says the Third World 
must ultimately accept responsi- 
bility for its inability to get itself 
organised. The lack of a common 
stance on debt reduction is 2 n 
example of where the developing 
countries have failed to unite, 
despite common interests. 
"There is no lack of opportunities 
for the creditors to come together 
and exchange • views and forge 
common approaches.” he says, 
“but there doesn't seem to be any 
opportunity created by the de- 
btors. And for that, the debtors 
themselves must take the blame.” 

"Nobody is today raising their 
voice and saying that the de- 
veloped countries are not per- 
forming well in managing the 
world economy." he' adds — 
World News Link! 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, Am FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

7EL 60*1676 604696 ^ 



f Marty villas and apartments 
are available for rent andl 
sale - furnished or unfur-f 
nlshed. 

i* Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 
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ThefirstAbert 
- Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 

' Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Teimm 





Amman's 
exclusive gift shop' 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes.lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grind! ays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

^ 6:30 - Midnight > 


HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
] Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* pEa oto 

SFE3 g 339% Esiarrgrasr 

6 Free QEfargs- 
BBGBSt 239 x 359 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefien tel: $2389 1 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


00 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


FOR RENT; 


DELUXE & SUPER DELUXE 

APARTMENTS. VILLAS 
a SEMI VILLAS 
GET THE BEST AT 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE I 


835859 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



llSii 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -tl .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 





Steak House 

FOR THE BEST AMERICAN 

STEAKS IN TOWN 

T-BONE SERLQIN 

FILLET 

& MANY 

MANY KINDS OF STEAKS 

Mecca Street— Jaber Center 
Tel: 829064 -829065 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIMITEL 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 

Businessmen 


Outfits 
TIvRe&ncyPotace Hold 


PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 
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'ere 

•yz! 
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Sabatini suffers extraordinary defeat ISampdoria fans prepare toc^ebr^title 


Graf moves into Berlin semis 


BERLIN (R) — Steffi Graf 
moved a step eloser to her fifth 
German Open title in six years 
Saturday with a 6-3 6-2 over 
quarter-final opponent Radka 
Zrubakova of Czechoslovakia. 

But though it took Graf only 57 
minutes to ease into the last four, 
her game was uninspired and she 
admitted she would have to pro- 
duce some better tennis to deal 
with another Czechoslovak. Jana 
Novotna, in the semifinals. 

Novotna, who brushed aside 
unseeded American Ginger 
Helgeson 6-1 6-2. beat Graf in 
their last meeting at the Austra- 
lian Open this year and the Ger- 
man world number two expects a 
similarly tough test here. 

“I don't think I played too 
good today.** she said. “I'll have 
to play better tomorrow, against 
Novotna because she can be very 
strong.” 

Graf, anxious to avoid, the sort 
of unscheduled defear suffered by 
Gabriela Sabatini Friday, was 
never at her best in blustery 
conds. particularly at the start of 
her match. 

Zrubakova. ranked 50th in the 
world, broke the top seed's serve 
in the fourth game helped by a 
Graf double fault and, with a 
shade more consistency, she 
might have caused more serious 
problems. 

But Graf had too much power 
overall and ran out a comfortable 
winner. 

Grafs possible German succes- 
sor at the forefront of women's 
tennis. I6-year-ofd Anke Huber, 
was brought speedily back to 
earth following her win over 
Sabatini. 

Former French Open cham- 
pion Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
crushed the teenager 6-0 6-2 to 
set up an intriguing semifinal with 
the even younger Jennifer Cap- 
riati. 

The precocious 15-year-old 
American, intent on restoring her 
confidence after a heavy defeat by 
Sabatini in lasr week's Italian 
Open, outclassed France's Julie 
Halard 6-3 6-2. 


Sabatini. unbeatable in 
women’s tennis during recent 
weeks, suffered an extraordinary 
7-5 6-3 defeat by Huber in the 
third round Friday. 

Sabatini, seeking her 17th suc- 
cessive win after three consecu- 
tive tournament victories, was 
taken apart by her young oppo- 
nent on a cold, showery after- 
noon as she lost her first match 
for two months. 

Huber thoroughly deserved her 
moment of glory over the Argen- 
tine. who was 21 Thursday. 

Dismantling Sabatini's serve at 
will, she clinched victory thanks 
to a fortunate net cord after 
squandering three match points. 

The second-seeded Sabatini la- 
ter laughed of enquiries about 
any birthday celebrations affect- 
ing her form. 

“I just had dinner then I went 
ro bed early she said with a 
smile. 

“It just wasn't a very good day 
for me. She played very well and 
didn't miss anything. That's life. 
You cannot play well every day." 

Another surprise casualty was 
American Mary Goe Fernandez, 
the third seed, who was beaten 
6-0 5-7 6-3 by France's Julie 
Halard. 

In the two remaining third- 
round matches. Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario and Jennifer Capriati 
qualified for the quarter-finals 
with straighr sets wins. 

Sabatini’s demise might best be 
described as a tale of two cities. 

fn Rome last week she dropped 
only 13 games en route to the title 
and opponents felt she had sel- 
dom played better. 

But here in Berlin, at least 
against the terrier-like Huber, 
there was none of the same fluen- 
cy and class. 

Huber, ranked 22nd in the 
world, was at her precocious best, 
breaking the Argentine's serve 
eight times in 11 attempts. 

As rain swept across the pic- 
turesque, tree-lined centre court, 
the youngster kept her concentra- 
tion to storm into a 5-2 lead and 



Steffi Graf 

was ahead 1-0 in the second set 
when the weather finally drove 
the players off. 

When they returned. Huber 
promptly won four of the next 
five games. Despite a late rally. 
Sabatini never looked capable of 
altering the outcome. 

She admitted later she would 
have to eliminate such off-days if 
she warned ro overhaul Monica 
Seles and Steffi Graf at the top of 
the women's world rankings. 


“If you want to be number one 
you have to be able to win even 
when you're not playing well." 
she said. “1 will learn from this." 

Huber's shots kissed the lines 
as she sent Sabatini from one 
comer to the other, mixing her 
shots and smartly changing the 
pace with an occasional high bail. 

“I still can't believe it. I simply 
hit everything today." the Ger- 
man said. "This the biggest suc- 
cess of mv career." 


Mancini, Sanchez advance Fourstars Allstar lands 


to Italian Open final 


Irish 2,000 guineas 


ROME (APj — Alberto Mancini 
beat Sergi Bruguera 6-3, 6-1 
Saturday in the semifinals of the 
Italian Open after Emilio San- 
chez defeated Goran Prpic 6-4, 
6-2,-- : : “ 

'T'reaJIy never expected to 
come this fa r," said Mancini, who 
had to win three qualifying 
matches to get into the tourna- 
ment. “ft was too much to hope 
for, starting off where I did." 

Manrini, an Argentine, won 
this tournament in 1989. 

In a battle of baseline bombers, 
Mancini defused Bruguera, driv- 
ing the Spaniard back off the 
court with stinging topspin 
groundstrokes, and demoralising 
him with well-stroked winners. 

. Mancini broke Bruguera twice 
in the first set, and three times in 
the second, putting away a solid 
forehand volley to convert on his 
first match point. 

Sanchez, who has not lost a set 
this year at Rome, readied the 
Italian final for the second time 
with his victory over the Yugoslav 
Prpic. The 25-year-old Spaniard 
lost to Ivan Lendl in 1986. 

The 50-minute first set was 
gem, with both players starting 
strong. Prpic came to the net 
frequently, forcing Sanchez to try 
for difficult passing shots that 
often missed. Responding to the 
pressure, Sanchez often left the 
baseline after two or three rallies 


to attempt io dose his points. 

It was a battle between Prpic's 
net play and Sanchez's speed and 
mobility-, with- the Spaniard gra- 
dually pulling aw ay. Hi tting win- 
ning'volleys and dfo'p shots, Prpic 
stayed even with Sanchez to 4-4 
in the first set. But the tide was 
shifting visibly in Sanchez’s 
favour. Each time the Yugoslav 
failed to dose a point after the 
first or second volley, Sanchez 
inevitably passed him. 

“I took advantage of my 
strength at that point," Sanchez 
said. “I started forcing him.” 

Sanchez broke Prpic in the 
ninth game to take a 5-4 lead, 
then held serve at love to take the 
first set 6-4. 

Prpic seemed to lose his con- 
centration as the second set be- 
gan. Missing easy putaways, and 
batting easy backhands into the 
net or into the stands, he staked 
Sanchez to a 5-0 lead after 20 
minutes. Receiving at 0-5, 0-40, 
at triple match point for Sanchez, 
Prpic suddenly came alive, rifling 
two passing shots past the Spa- 
niard to get back to deuce. 

The Yugoslav managed to hold 
serve to 52 before Sanchez, who 
had failed to convert three con- 
secutive match points in the 
seventh game, made good on the 
first in the eighth to win the set 
and the match. 


DUBLIN (R) — U.S. raider 
Fourstars AJlstar made horse rac- 
ing history Saturday to land the 
Irish 2,000 guineas after an epic 
battle with Star of Gdansk. 

The 9-1 shot, the first Amer- 
ican horse ever to challenge for 
an Irish classic, was steered to a 
thrilling head victoiy by 25-yeai- 
old Mike Smith, riding in Europe 
for the first time and showing a 
cool head when challenged. 

The French colt Lyrius, a dis- 
appointing even-money 
favourite, never threatened the 
leading pair and finished third, 
six lengths adrift. 

Winning trainer Leo O’Brien, 
a New York-based Irishman, 
said: “This is like a dream come 
true. Dynamite. Wonderful. We 
didn't know how good he was. 
Now we know.” 

Owner-breeder Richard 
Bomze, ebullient in the Curragh 
winner’s enclosure, slapped 


Peanuts 


Smith on the back and said: “You 
showed them how it’s done, 
baby. We buried them." 

Smith -shot Fourstars Allstar 
smartly out of the stalls in the one 
mile (l.6-km) event and headed 
the 12-horse field until two fur- 
longs (400 metres) out. 

Then Christy Roche challenged 
on the 151 chance Star Of 
Gdansk and the American effort 
looked in danger of evaporating. 

But Smith kept his cool, re- 
gained the lead in the last 50 
metres and posted a famous vic- 
tory, sportingly hailed by the 
Irish crowd. 

“That was how we planned it. 
He has a good later burst and we 
didn't want to go with it until the 
last furlong," O’Brien explained 
afterwards. 

Fourstars Allstar, a winner at 
Belmont Park last weekend, was 
the best-rated U.S. juvenile on 
grass last year. 
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ONE CHANCE TOO MANY 


Andy Capp 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
* 6 2 
: A 10 3 
: Q62 
* A J 9 3 2 
WEST EAST 

♦ J 10 9 7 5 4 Q 8 4 3 

J 9 6 : K84 

v 9 5 10 8 7 4 

* K 8 6 * Q 10 

SOUTH 
« A K 
T Q 75 2 
: A K J 3 

4 7 5 4 
The bidding: 

Sauth West North East 

I NT Pass 3 NT Pass ■ 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Jack of 4 
Only an expert declarer would go 
down in three no trump on this 
hand. Can you work out what 
happened? 

The auction was straightforward. 
Wiih only 1 1 high-card points and a 
five-card minor. North was not in- 
terested in siam, especially with a 
balanced hand. Therefore, the raise 
to three no trump was automatic. 

West led a spade, and declarer 
could count eight last tricks. A 
ninth has to be developed while sur- 
rendering the lead no more than, 
once, for it is obvious ihe defenders 


have at least three spade tricks. 

The obvious suit to tackle is 
hearts. I f East has the king of hearts 
or West the jack— a combined 75 
percent possibility— the contract is 
safe. Declarer can cross to the queen 
of diamonds and lead a heart to the 
queen. If that loses, when declarer 
regains the lead the ten of hearts can 
be finessed. As the cards lie, the 
game is cold and an avertrick would 
have been made. 

Unfortunately, declarer saw an | 
additional chance. If East held a j 
bare king or queen of clubs or the ; 
king-queen doubleton. a second 
club trick could be set up via a fi- j 
ncsse for the ten. So at trick two ; 
declarer crossed to dummy with the 
ace of clubs and, wonder of won- 
ders, East dropped the queen! I 

Delighted with his foresight, de- 
clarer came to hand with a diamond 
to lead a club to the nine— and was 
about to spread his hand when East | 
won the trick with the ten. A spade , 
return eliminated declarer's remain- 
ing stopper, and the most declarer 
could make was eight tricks. I 

We like declarer's line— we would ' 
have tried it ourselves had we spot- 
ted it. East’s defense was a stroke of ( 
genius, but give full credit io West j 
for following low on the second I 
round of clubs without giving away i 
the show. 


OOULDNOUSFWSE. 
A FEW MINUTES tT 
S, TO DISCUSS < 
r THE SUBJECT 
OF THIS PENCE? 


MILAN. Italy (AP) — The festa 
is set to go off at Genoa's Marassi 
Stadium Sunday when Sampdoria 
takes on underdog Lecce in the 
next-to-last game of the Italian 
Soccer League season. 

The Genoa team, which leads 
runner-up AC Milan by three 
points in the standings, would 
clinch its first ever Italian title by 
beating Lecce. Its fans have pre- 
pared throughout this week to 
celebrate the feat. 

Thousands of flags will be 
waved, firecrackers exploded and 
a peaceful invasion of the field, at 
the end of the game, is being 
planned. 

“AH we need to open the 
celebration is a winning goal and 
I hope to be scorer." said Gianlu- 
ca Vialli. the leading striker of 
the league and of La Samp with 
18 goals this season. 

La Samp, which has defeated 
all leading title contenders such, 
as Milan. Inter and Juventus in 
direct clashes this season, starts 
as a clear favourite in the home 
game against Lecce, which is 
lagging in the bortom places of 
the standings. 

But Sampdoria's coach. Vu- 
jadin Boskov. sounded a note of 
caution, recalling that one of 
Sampdoria’s three losses earlier 
this season came at the hands of 
Lecce. 


“At this point Milan can hardly 
recover a three-point gap. but we 
must not offer our rivals any gift, 
any advantage, any hope.” 

Milan plays on the road against 
Bari, which badly needs points to 
escape the quicksands of the de- 
motion zone. 

Bari hast a point more than 
Lecce as both teams struggle to 
escape the last four positions 
which mean relegation to the 
second division. 

Bologna and Cesena are cer- 
tain to be relegated while Pisa 
and Cagliari are fighting along 
with Lecce and Bari to avoid 
relegation. 

“Teams fighting to stay in the 
major league can be very danger- 
ous opponents in the last few 
games of the season, but I expect 
La Samp to beat Lecce and win 
the title. They deserve it,” said 
Milan's coach Arrigo Sacchi. 

Milan will be without two key 
players in Bari. Roberto Donado- 
ni is nursing a groin injury while 
Dutch star Ruud Gullit under- 
went knee surgery in Belgium last 
Monday which will sideline him 
for about two months. 

In Genoa. La Samp will prob- 
ably keep on the substitutes 
bench Soviet midfielder Alexei 
Mikhailichenko and Yugoslav 
Srecko Katanec in favour of an 
offensive-minded team with Vial- 


Marseille clinch 3rd title 


PARIS (R) — Marseille won the 
French soccer championship for 
the third successive season by 
beating Auxerre 1-0. 

Wirh one match remaining, rhe 
European Cup finalists gained a 
three-point lead over closest riv- 
als Monaco. 

The 77th minute winner by 
Philippe Vercruysee, came as 
both a relief and revenge. 

His goal, a fine header from a 
cross by England winger Chris 
Waddle, took some pressure off 
Marseille ahead of their bid to 
become the first French club to 
lift the European Cup. 

They face Red Star Belgrade in 
Bari. Italy, on May 29. 

It also avenged their 4-0 loss to 
Auxerre last December. Marseil- 
le's worst defeat of the season. 

Marseille, also aiming for a 
French League and cup double, 
dominated throughout and had 
countless opportunities to score. 

“It is not over yet. It is going to 
be even better with the European 
Cup.’’ said sweeper Bernard 
Casoni. 

Monaco bear Rennes 2-1 with 


goals by Portugal's Gil Rui Bar- 
ros and the Ivory Coast's Yous- 
souf Fofana. 

Rennes' defeat sends them 
back into the second division with 
Bordeaux. 

Bordeaux crushed Nice 3-0 to 
’move into seven place but face 
relagation according to French 
League rules, after going into 
receivership earlier in the season. 

Marseille's Belgian coach 
Raymond Goethals. the first 
foreigner to lead a team to the 
French title, said: “It is a great 
achievement, the more so as it 
will allow us to concentrate on 
the European Cup final." 

He said his team's last league 
match, against Nice, would be 
brought forward to Wednesday to 
allow more rime to prepare for 
Bari. 

Goethals added: “I want to 
stress that this year might be our 
last chance to win the European 
Cup. With the return of English 
clubs and the new pool system, it 
will be much more difficult next 


Bayern Munich close gap 
on Kaiserslautern at top 


tL UJMot ?????? " At*, caajuL. 
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BONN (R) — Champions 
Bayern Munich stayed hot on the 
heels of German Bundesliga lead- 
ers Kaiserslautern by beating 
Borussia Dortmund 3-2 away. 

The victory took them to with- 
in a point of Kaiserslautern who 
have a game in hand. 

Bayern got off to a dreadful 
start, conceding a goal to midfiel- 
der Gerhard Poschner in the first 
minute. 

Seconds before halftime Ro- 
land Grahammer equalised, but 
the champions fell behind again 


WE VE BEEN STUDYING 
QUE5TION MARKS.. 


10 minutes into the second half 
when former Bayern striker 
Michael Rummenigge scored. 

Bayern's second equaliser 
came from Dane Brian Laudrup 
seven minutes later. Christian 
Ziega clinched a crucial victory 
for Bayern by scoring with two 
minutes left. 

Third-placed Werder Bremen 
saw their championship hopes 
nosedive when they lost 1-0 at 
home to VFB Stuttgart- They 
trail Kaiserslautern by four 
points. 
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ii teaming' in front with Attilro 
Lombardo and Alberto Branca. 
They will be supported by Braa- 
lian veteran midfielder Cerezo. 

Lecce will relay on its foreign 
players Sergei Aleinikov, Pedro 
Pablo Basculii and Mazrnho. 

Other matches: 

Atatanta-GeBoa 

Fourth-place Genoa, which up- 
set Inter in the previous round, 
seeks an away victory to clinch a 
berth in next season’s UEFA 
Cup: 

Czechoslovak centerforward 
Tomas Skhuravy and Uruguayan 
Carlos Aguilera, who together 
have scored 29 goals this season, 
will be the men to watch for 
Atalanta’s defence. 

Brazilian forward Evair. who 
said he will leave Atalama at the 
end of this season, leads the 
offense of the home team which 
will miss injured Argentine 
Claudio Caniggia. 

Bari-Milan 

Brazilians Gerson and Joao 
Paulo will team in front for Bari 
against the best league defence. 
Milan only allowed 17 goals in 32 
games. 

Dutch striker Marco Van Bas- 
ten. who tallied three goals 


against Bologna test Sunday, 
leads Milan’s attack- . . . 

Bolegn®»CagIiari 

A resigned -Bologna meets a 
Cagliari that is- unbeaten in five 
consecutive rounds arid is paced 
by its Uruguayan trio of Enzo 
FrancescoH. Jose Herrera -and 
Daniel Fonseca. 

- Inter-Lazio 

Inter,' following two consecu- 
tive losses', against- the .Genoese 
teams — Sampdoria and Genoa 
— - is out of the title fight and is 
concentrating on the UEFA. Gup* 
final. . ■ - 

Rotna-Napoli . 

Roma will miss disqualified de- 
fender. Sebastiano Nela while 
Napoli will be without 'suspended 
Diego Maradona and Fernando 
de Napoli and injured Brazilian 
midfielder Alemao. 

Napoli is unbeaten in five 
rounds and is trying to climb to 
sixth place overall to earn a place 
in next season’s European Cups. 

Roma, as well as Inter, is 
mostly thinking of .the UEFA 
Cup final and is not expected to 
engage too hard in the league 
game. 
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Tm too tired to shave my whole 
face today. I'll do the rest 
of it next week.” 


Un s c ram ble these lour Jumbtes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME’ 
0 byHanrt Arnold and Bob Lee 

f &V 


MOTEC 


ESTED 


OLDBOY 


BLAMME 


THAT PLAYBOY 
H AS NO RESPECT 
FDR A©E UNLESS 

rrs t Hie. 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


Print answer here: ^ ^ XA JULJ 

(Answers tomorrow/) 

I Jumbles: CHOKE FAULT REDUCE OUTFIT 

Answer: His tongue was sharp enough to — 

CUT HB OWN THROAT 


THE Daily Crossword by Martha J. DeWitt 


ACROSS 
1 Endure 
5 Greens 
10 — Browne belt 
13 AK island 
I 14 Uon group 

15 Squeezing toof 

16 1988 Emmy 
winner 

19 — now. brown 
cow? 

20 we aH?" 

21 Ms DeMifle 

22 Tried 

24 Money player 

25 Voice vote 

26 immigrants' ship 
quartans 

31 Leaning Tower 
she 

34 Pours 

35 Tire stuffing 

36 1988 Emmy 
winner 

40 Meadow 

41 Essential 

42 County capital 

43 Five-sided figure 
45 inventor's 

monogram 

47 Commercials 

48 Guarantee 
52 Disgrace 
55 Play for 

time 

57 Da the lawn 

58 1988 Emmy 
winner 

61 Dull 

62 OH city 

63 Nautical word 

64 Whale group 

65 Drudges 

66 Cowboy milieu 

DOWN 

1 Turning loot 

2 A musketeer 

3 Swerves 

4 Knock lightly 

5 Plant wifli white 
flowers 

6 Formed a bow 

7 Legal 
holding 

8 Mine entrance 

9 — Moines 



OlMl Tntuna Marta San 
MRentaRmanM 

10 BWboard 

11 Wimbledon 
champ 

12 Shea Stadium 
tenants 

15 Pep 

17 Martha the 
comedienne 

18 Most scarce 

23 Indian nurse 

24 Hang In the 
balance 

26 Packing 

27 Cash drawer 

28 Bern's river 

29 LoHobrigtda 

30 Once once 

31 Feeler 

32 WorOs of 
understanding 

33 Kenton 

34 Gravure starter 

37 Dodger 

38 Perukes 

39 Employer 

44 Madedocde . 

45 Nails 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


Hgqg nraan annn 
nnmn nnnm nauncj 
nnnn nnna oeieinn 
oonnnnnnnnnnmn 
bhb non 

Hrcnn 

sonpnn anaci nnn 

nngBnonmuHnoHnn 
nnn nrann ncmanra 

BROn BBHH BBBn 

bbb onn 

annum nunni nnnn 
nnnnra onnn Danin 
□hbci nnnn nnnn 


46 AGuthrie 53 Protagonist 

48 PraJne schooner 54 Afl agog 

55 RicoDquor 

56 Novice 

51 Bird tarn 59 Dunce 

52 Sinecure MBfackbtrd 
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Survey shows huge OPEC OECD experts say world 
windfall due to Gulf crisis economy poised to recover 



Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Currency Unit 
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77.47 

11.37 

11.12 | 

7 7.00 

4.75 

4.S7 

9.00 

9.06 

8.06 

4.72 

4.72 

7 . 61 




■BIB 

7. 44 

7.71 
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7.40 

9.77 

9.43 

9.46 

9.43 


BASEL. Switzerland (AP) — 
Profiling from the surge in crude 
prices caused by the Gulf crisis, * 
Mideast oil exporting countries 
upped their Western hank de- 
posits by a record $21.5 billion in 
the last quarter of 1990, a survey 
hftg said. 

But the crisis and weaker eco- 
nomies in many countries slowed 
the overall pace of international 
banking last September- 
December, the quarterly report by 
the Bank for International Settle- 
ments (BIS) said. 

It said Gulf OPEC members 
initially drew down their Western 
accounts after Iraq's Aug. 2 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, which touched off 
the crisis. 

But the ensuing steep rise in oil 
prices was a "major factor” in a 
huge net inflow into Western 
banks from outside industrialised 
countries in the last three months 


of the year. BIS analysts said. 

Saudi Arabia, top producer in 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries, increased 
deposits by $11.8 billion and the 
United Arab Emirates by $6.3 
billion. 

The oil price increase also be- 
nefited other OPEC countries, 
the survey said. 

Venezuela repaid $4.3 billion 
in foreign debt and also increased 
its bank assets by $2.7 billion. 
That turned the South American 
country from a net debtor to a net 
creditor of Western banks. BIS 
said. 

Algeria and Nigeria, both 
OPEC members, also paid back 
some of their credits and in- 
creased deposits slightly. 

OPECs 13 member countries 
increased their total Western 
bank assets by :S26.3 billion after 
drawing them down by $8.3 bil- 
lion in the first nine months of 


last year, BIS said. 

Overall, the banking business 
slowed in the last quarter. Inter- 
national claims by Western banks 
rose $168 billion, down nearly 55 
per cent from the previous quar- 
ter, the survey said. 

Business with eastern Europe, 
slowed further, it said. 

But China sent $5.4 billion in 
new deposits to banks in indus- 
trialised countries and borrowed 
S3. 5 billion, raising its net credi- 
tor position to S9 billion. 

Taiwan added S4.9 billion to its 
balances. BIS said. 

South Korea and Thailand, hit 
by the oil price rise, drew down 
their deposits and also borrowed 
more, the survey said. 

Basel-based BIS. drawing on 
central bank data, reports on 
banks in 17 major Western indus- 
trialised countries and several 
offshore banking centres. 
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Pope calls for 
changes in world 
economic order 

VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope ing a chronic source of tension 
John Paul said Saturday the gap the international community 
between rich and poor nations must make adequate adjustments 
was the greatest source of world in its economic and social systems 
conflict now communism had col- and priorities,” he said. 



PARIS (R) — The industrial 
world is starting to pull out of the 
economic downturn induced by 
the Gulf crisis and the recovery 
will accelerate as the year wean 
on. experts at the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) say. 

Projections discussed by the 
experts in Paris this week herald a 
pick-up in growth in the 24 rich 
nations that make up the OECD 
to 2.9 per cent in 1992 from only 
one per cent this year, economic 
diplomats familiar with the talks 
said Friday. 

Nearly all of 1991's increase in 
output will be squeezed into the 
second half of the year. 

Inflation, an indicator that 
tends to lag output trends, is 
expected to ease to about 3.8 per 
cent in 1992 despite the rebound 
in the economy. Prices this year 
are projected to rise around’ 4.4 
per cent. 

The outlook was discussed in 
preparation for a meeting next 
week of the OECD's economic 
policy committee, whose findings 
will in tum be debated by finance 
and trade ministers at the agen- 
cy’s annual meeting in Paris on 


June 4 and 5. 

One diplomat said an unusual 
degree of consensus emerged at 
the talks. ‘There's nothing to 
prevent a recovery," he said. 
“The only question is one of 
timing.” 

Even on this score, he said, 
about two-thirds of the delegates 
took the view that growth in the 
OECD as a whole would prob- 
ably resume this quarter, albeit at 
a slow pace. The others saw a 
recovery delayed until the second 
half. 

The OECD projection of 2.9 
per cent growth for 1992 is close 
ro That of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The IMF s latest world econo- 
mic outlook, released last month, 
forecast growth in industrial 
countries would accelerate to 2.8 
per cent next year from 1.3 per 
cent this week. 

“The situation doesn't look too 
unsatisfactory. There are no ma- 
jor disequilibria," one source 
said. 

Because of massive transfers 
from the Gulf states, Japan and 
Germany to the United States to 
help defray the cost of the Gulf 


war. the OECD believes this 
year's U.S. current account de- 
ficit could be considerably lower 
than the much-reduced gap of $40 
billion estimated by tbe U.S. 
Treasury, he said. 

Although a recovery in confi- 
dence since the end of the war 
has brightened the economic out- 
look, diplomats expect Washing- 
ton to keep pressing Jor lower 
global interest rates. . 

The U.S. Treasury .warned 
-Thursday that the persistence of 
high real interest rates posed sub- 
stantial risks for the world eco- 
nomy by hurting investment and 
growth prospects. 

This view was roundly rejected 
by Japan. Germany and Britain 
at last month's Group of Seven 
finance ministers' meeting in 
Washington. It is also unpopular 
with some OECD experts . who 
say fresh interest rate cuts at a 
time when the economy is already 
recovering could stoke inflation 
to dangerously high levels. 

One said the inflation rate of 
nearly four per cent projected for 
1992 would have been unaccept- 
ably high to many central banks 
not long ago. 


lapsed. 


Advanced nations, with 


"Since the decline of the minority of the world’s popula- 
ideological contrasts which have tion, were using a disproportion- 
divided the world for most of this ate part of the earth's resources 
century, the asymmetry between while contributing inadequately 
rich and poor nations is now to the development of the rest of 
certainly the most threatening humanity, he said. 


-- 
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Egypt gets IMF loan 

WASHINGTON (R) — The In- The Egyptian national news But President Mubarak would 
ternational. Monetary Fund agency MENA has reported that like quicker relief. 

-- n-i — i. ..~n i 1.: — \i/-— . — "President Mubarak told me of 


source of conflict among peo- 
ples." he said. 


Speaking on his 71st birthday, 
the Polish Pontiff called on the 


.1099 

,.526 


The Pontiff, addressing the international community to re- 
new Philippine ambassador to the solve the problem of the Thrid 
Vatican, Oscar Villadoiid, called World debt. 


.01 90S 


for changes lin the world econo- 
mic order. 

"In order to prevent this imba- 


“The seriousness of the situa- 
tion cannot be ignored," he said. 
Throughout his 13 years as 
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lance between the developed and Pontiff, the Pope has made it a 
developing societies from remain- priority to remind wealthy na- 


Pope John Paul 

tions of their duty to the rest of 
the world. 

In an encylical earlier this 
month, he said developing and 
underdeveloped countries should 
pay their debts but advanced 
countries could not demand pay- 
ment when it meant inflicting a 
lower living standard on the de- 
btor nation. 


(IMF) said Friday that it Mubarak will be asking Western "President Mubarak told me of 
approved a $372 million loan for creditor governments to forgive his concerns." Beregovoy told 
Egypt to help the Middle Eastern from 30 to 50 per cent of its debt newsmen after a 45-minute meet- 
country earn' our tough economic now that it has agreed to carry ing. "He’d like the same treat- 
reforms. out economic reforms. ment as Poland, but with a timet- 

The credit pact, reached after In gratitude for Mubarak’s sup- able that is perhaps a bit shor- 
three years of at times acrimo- port during the Gulf crisis, U.S. ter." 

nious negotiations is expected to President George Bush has taken The Paris Club holds S27 bil- 
pave the way for a steep reduc- the lead in pressing America's lion of Egypt’s $35 billion debt. It 
tion in Egypt's $35 billion in allies to agree to write off much will discuss the problem next 
foreign debt. of Egypt's debt. Thursday and Friday. 

In return for the 18-month IMF President Mubarak told French The Group of Seven industrial 
loan, Egypt agreed to overhaul its Finance Minister Pierre Beregov- nations have already agreed in 
economy, slashing its budget de- oy Friday that he hoped Western principle to grant Cairo the same 
ficit. freeing oil and other prices government creditors would generous terms as Poland as a 
and deregulating its farming sec- grant Egypt the same reduction in reward for its role on the allied 
tor. ~ official debts that they awarded side in the war against Iraq. 

"The Eevotian government ... Poland. Beregovoy said he would back 


Recession cuts U.S. trade deficit 


and deregulating its farming sec- 
tor. 

"The Egyptian government ... 
has decided to accelerate its 
economic reform programme." 
the IMF said. 


Poland. Beregovoy said he would back 

The Paris club creditors made a President Mubarak's case but 
50 per Club in Polish debts in a indicated some Paris Club credi- 


WASHJNGTON (R) — The 
U.S. trade deficit fell to its lowest 


and furniture. 

Sales - abroad of American- 


point in more than seven years in made products went up by a slim 
March, as the weight of recession 1.2 per cent to $33.99 billion in 


sapped American’s demand for 
imported goods, the government 
said Friday. 


March. 

Private economists applauded 
the smaller trade deficit, but they 
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The gap between imports and cautioned that it may prove fleet- 
exports plunged 26.5 per cent to ing because economic recovery 
$4.05 billion, with imports shrink- could quickly lead to higher de- 
ing and foreign sales improving mand for imports and overwhelm 
slightly, the U.S. Commerce De- growth in export sales, 
partment said. "These numbers are believable 

It was the smallest shortfall because the export- improvement 
since a $3.96 billion deficit in is in line with what we've seen in 
June 1983, when the economy the past and lower imports are 
was booming in the early stages consistent with recession,” said 
of an expansion that gjround to a Russ Sheldon, an economist with 
halt in the middle of last year. Mellon Bank in Pittsburgh. 

Bat weak demand rather than “But it’s likely to be temporary 
robust growth accounted for most because if there's economic re- 
of the trade improvement in covery imports are going to come 


March, tbe figures showed. 
Imports of foreign -made goods 


back very quickly,” he said. 
Commerce Seine tary Robert 


dropped 2.7 per cent to S38.04 Mosbacher said U.S. exporters 
billion, with the slack demand should continue benefitting from 
affecting a broad range of items emerging markets in eastern 
from industrial supplies to con- Europe and Latin America and 
sumer goods like clothing, shoes the possibility of a North America. 


free trade zone bringing Mexico 
into a U.S. -Canada trade pact. 

"While economic growth over- 
seas has slowed, American indus- 
try clearly is building market 
share abroad through renewed 
commitment to quality and to the 
expansion of international mar- 
kets," Mosbacher said. 

The record for monthly exports 
was set last October at $34.68 
billion. January exports also were 
higher than March’s at $34.14 
billion. 

Promoting export growth is 
vital to the nation’s economic 
recovery, said a spokesman for 
the National Association of 
Manufacturers. 

“The strong export perform- 
ance contributing to the March 
drop in the U.S. trade deficit 
must continue if we are to puli 
out of recession soon." said 
Stephen Cooney, the associa- 
tion's director of international 
investment. 


the IMF said. two-stage deal, with 30 per cent tors could take some persuading. 

The IMF said that Egypt will now and 20 per cent after three Japan was especially reluctant to 
create a social fund financed years, linkedjo successful imple- approve the Polish deal, officials 
mainly by foreign money to shel- mentation of an IMF programme, said. 

ter its neediest groups from the '■ ■ . ■ n ~ 

impact of the economic reforms • v * • ' 

and to help resettle workers dis- DR. YOUSEF KELANI, FRCP 

placed by the Gulf war. 

The country has been hard hit 

by the financial fallout from the Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians Con- 

other tiTbVon ant ' internist endocrinologist and diaberolog- 

trade with Iraq and the war. ist announces, the openinQ of his private clinic at 
Partly under prodding from the Jerusalem C. Centre, Gardens Street. 

IMF. Egypt has moved rapidly 

towards a free market economy — , . .. . _ ______ 

over the past four months after 30 Telephone: Clinic 692996, ReS- 634739 

years of central planning. HRS. 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 4-7 p.m. 

It has raised domestic energy 
prices and introduced a 10 per ■ - — 

cent sales tax to reduce its budget ^ _______ 

deficit, a key IMF demand before r— ^ ’ 

"E g ^n“^e^r„ s t”Ho S „i CHALET RESTAURANT 

Mubarak will start a five-nation 
European tour next week to try 

to translate the imf agreement Welcomes you every Friday, Saturday and 
Egypt's foreign debt. Sunday (3 times a week) with special party 


Thousands of Albanians back strike 


VIENNA (R) — Tens of' Similar demonstrations were 
thousands of Albanians chanting reported in towns across Albania, 
slogans against the communist Saturday, a normal working 
government marched through the day m Albania, was the third day 
capital Tirana Saturday, the third of a general strike called by the 
dav of a general strike, opposi- country's independent trade un- 
- * ■- ion federation to press economic 


tion sources said. 


. The sources, from the main and political demands, 
'opposition Democratic Party, The federation is calling for 
said some 6,000 strikers chanting wage increases of between 50 and 
."down with the government” 100 per ceitt for most worker^ 
gathered at the capital's disused Union offiaals say 250,000 
airport and inarched to the city workers have joined the strike, 
centre where they were joined by which has paralysed transport 
large crowds of townspeople. and most factories. . 


Albania, with Europe's most 
backward economy, has been 
swept by political and social un- 
rest as it emerges from nearly half 
a century of Stalinist isolation. 

Communist President Ramiz 
Alia, who met strike leaders 
Thursday, said their economic 
demands were legitimate . bui 
warned that the country was in a 
dangerous situation. 

"The economic requests are 
just, but 1 want to say. ..that the 
situation we are undergoing is not 
only grave but dangerous as 


well." ihe stale news agency 
ATA quoted President Alia as 
saying. 

Government sources, speaking 
by telephone from Tirana, con- 
firmed that Saturday's demon- 
strations in the capital had passed 
peacefully and said the govern- 
ment was likely io seek further 
talks with union leaders. 

The sources added that work- 
ers at slate radio and television 
staged a one-hour strike Satur- 
day, to demand a 50 per cent 
wage increase. 
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MAID WANTED 

To work at a household and look after two 
children; English is a must 

Call tel: 824661 or write to P.O. Box 9405 
Amman 


SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

* 

Consists of two bedrooms, lounge, salon, bathroom, two 
verandas, garden, garage, central heating and wall to wall 
carpet. 

Location: Umm Uthaina — behind the shopping centre. 

Rent can be agreed on after visit. 

Call tel: 81 3526 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The American Community School is accepting applica- 
tions for Elementary and High School students for the 
1991/92 school year. 

For more Information, please call the ACS 
administration office at 813944 or 813946. 


CARFORSALE 

Red Mazda sports coupe 1 985, GLX 626 automatic in 
excellent condition, air conditioner, PS. PB, radio, 
cassette player, centre lock. JD 2,500 duty unpaid 

' For more information please contact 811308 (Miss Khuloud) 


FOR RENT 

Furnished flat, ground floor consisting of two bedrooms, salon, 
sitting room, dining roan, two bathrooms, telephone, central 
heating & garden. 

Located Jabaf Amman. Between 4-5 circles. 

Oall telephone 655394-672590 


CHALET RESTAURANT 

Welcomes you every Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday (3 times a week) with special party 
disco. 

Come and enjoy your night. 

Location: Shmeisani, behind Concord Cinema 

For reservation, call tel. no. 678600 

HOUSE OF ANTIQUES 

Omar El-Mohtaseb Centre. Abdoun 

— Carpets: Kashan, Kazak, Baluch & Others 

— Silver & Copper works of art. 

— Antique collector items. 

Tel: 824698, open 10-1 noon, 4-8 p.m. except Friday 


COOK/ HOUSEKEEPER 


Required by European. 

Must be capable of cooking European 
food for dinner parties . 

Apply to telephone number 660471 Ext : 204 


ajfj.r'lftflJI 


RESTAURANT 

Brunch(Fridays) Lunch Dinner 
Icecream Takeaway 
7th.circle, near Royal Automobile Club. 

Telephone: 817040^ 
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Seoul mourners attack journalists 

Protesters mark anniversary of 
S. Korean uprising with clashes 


SEOUL (AP) — About 30.000 
students, many hurling firebombs 
and rocks, fought riot police and 
paralysed downtown Seoul Satur- 
day when police blocked them 
from staging Final rites for a slain 
student. Two students set them- 
selves on fire in anti-government 
protests, and one died. 

The marchers staged a street 
sit-down for about five hours, 
then agreed to hold final roadside 
rites at a new location. 

In the city centre, helmeted 
riot police closed main boule- 
vards and shops as at (east 12.U00 
students poured into the streets 
waving banners, chanting anti- 
government slogans and hurling 
firebombs. 

Two people set themselves on 
fire earlier Saturday at cere- 
monies marking the anniversary 
of the Kwangju uprising, the 
bloodiest anti-government action 
in modem Korean history. 

In Seoul, a woman doused her- 
self with paint thinner, set herself 
on fire and jumped from an ele- 
vated railroad track. The woman, 
identified as Lee Jung-Soon. 39, a 
student at Seoul's Yonsei Uni- 
versity. died after being rushed to 
a nearby hospital. 


In southern South Korea. Kim 
Chul-Soo, 19. poured paint thin- 
ner on himself and set himself 
ablaze in his high school clas- 
sroom after ceremonies marking 
the anniversary of the Kwangju 
uprising. He was in critical condi- 
tion. 

The self-immolation bring to 
seven the number of protesters 
who have set themselves ablaze in 
the three weeks since the fatal 
beating of a student by police. 
Five have died. 

Police were deployed nation- 
wide and military troops in Seoul 
were on high alert as militant 
student, dissident and labour 
groups vowed to intensify anti- 
government protests touched off 
by the beating death of Kang 
Kyung-Dae. 20. on April 26 by 
police after a demonstration at 
Seoul's Myungji University. 

The national dissident Labour 
Council said 90.000 of its workers 
in I3S unions in 14 cities staged 
one-day strikes. The Federation 
of Industrial Unions claimed ab- 
out 340.000 people staged partial 
or one-day sympathy strikes. The 
numbers could not be verified. 

In Kwangju. 262 kilometres 
south of Seoul more than 20.000 


mourners prayed and bowed be- 
fore the graves of some of the 
people killed in the 1980 uprising. 

About 200 people died and 
thousands were hurt over a ten- 
day period that year when secur- 
ity forces fired at civilians to 
disperse hundreds of thousands 
of protesters. The bloodletting so 
deeply affected the Korean 
psyche that its anniversary is an 
annual occasion for anti- 
government violence. 

Elderly mothers, dressed in 
long traditional white mourning 
robes, wailed in front of graves of 
sons killed in the uprising. 

Other mourners placed fruit 
and drinks on the graves and 
burned scented candles to honour 
those killed. Pictures of the dead, 
mostly young students, were 
fixed in front of many of the 
graves. 

In Seoul, protesters attacked 
with iron pipes and clubs some 
photographers and television 
crews shooting pictures of the 
woman who set herself on fire 
just as the funeral march was 
starting. 

A soundman and cameraman 
working for the LI.S. -based Cable 


News Network were hospitalised 
with several internal injuries, the 
network said. Associated Press 
photographer Itsuo lnouye was 
punched and kicked. 

President Roh Tae-Woo 
warned against street violence 
and the government charged that 
subversive pro-Communist 
groups were behind escalating 
unrest which has created the most 
serious political crisis in four 
years. 

Police issued warrants Satur- 
day for the arrest of about 100 
dissident and students leaders on 
charges of leading violent pro- 
tests triggered by Kang's death. 

Police said the uprising leaders 
would be rounded up after 
Kang's funeral procession and 
burial. 

Roh fired the minister in 
charge of police to placate protes- 
ters after Kang's killing. Five 
police officers have been charged 
in the death. 

Dissident students, workers 
and opposition politicians say 
that isn't enough and demand the 
resignation of the cabinet, the 
arrest of the former minister and 
the national police chief. 


9 die as India’s poll campaign ends 


NEW DELHI (R) — At least 
nine people, inducting two candi- 
dates, were killed as campaigning 
ended for the first stage of India's 
general -election Monday. 

Under Indian law, campaign- 
ing stops two days before the start 
of voting. The deaths were re- 
corded in violence over the last 24 
hours of the electoral battle. 

Election Commission officials 
said they spent S75 million orga- 
nising the world's biggest election 
and would use elephants, camels 
and helicopters to ferry ballot 
boxes for 514 million voters 
throughout the country. 

The election follows the res- 
ignation in March of Prime Minis- 
ter Chandra Shekhar, the third 
man to quit the leadership of the 
most populous democracy in 16 
months. 

In Punjab, Sikh separatists kil- 


led a former state government 
minister Friday night in a re- 
newed attack on candidates, 
senior police superintendent San- 
jiv Gupta said. 

Gupta said six militants pulled 
state assembly candidate Harbha- 
jan Singh Sandhu out of a car and 
shot him dead near the Sikh holy 
city of Amritsar. 

He was the ninth Punjab candi- 
date killed by militants who 
oppose the election for parlia- 
ment and the state assembly on 
June 22. Under Indian law, polls 
are cancelled in a constituency in 
which a candidate is killed. 

The polls are being held in 
Punjab after the rest of India 
votes on May 20. 23 and 26 to 
allow security forces on election 
duty elsewhere to be deployed in 
a state where separatist violence 
has killed more than 2,100 people 


this year. 

Independent candidate Pratap 
Singh was shot dead by unidenti- 
fied gunmen who burst into his 
home Saturday, the United News 
of India news agency reported. 

Singh was a candidate for the 
Khekra assembly district in the 
electorally-crucial Uttar Pradesh 
state in the north. 

In Farukhabad. another area in 
Uttar Pradesh, three people died 
when firecrackers exploded in a 
house where they were stored. 
Firecrackers are often used in 
campaigning to create terror. 

Gunmen in the Indian capital 
killed two people and injured 13 
at a public meeting addressed by 
a candidate from former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's Con- 
gress Party Friday night, police 
said. 


Moderate Congress Party 
wins Nepal elections 


KATHMANDU (R) — The 
moderate Nepali Congress has 
won Nepal's first multi-party 
elections in 32 years. Chief Elec- 
tion Commissioner Surya Prasad 
Shrestha said Saturday. 

With eight results remaining. 
Congress bad won 104 seats in the 
205-seat House of Representa- 
tives, he told Reuters. 

Running a strong second was 
the United Marxist-Leninist 
(UML) Party with 68 seats. 
Potential UML allies an the left 
won 13 seats and together they 
appear set to form a powerful 
opposition. 

“■His majesty the king has been 
officially informed about the 
majority received by the Nepali 
Congress," Shrestha said. 

King Birendra. traditionally re- 
vered as the reincarnation of a 
Hindu god, yielded to sometimes 
bloody pro-democracy protests 
just over a year ago and gave up 
his absolute powers, promising 
open elections to replace the 
partyless system then in place. 

He is likely to call on Giraja 
Prasad Koirala, a hardline anti- 
communist from a prominent 
dissident family who once worked 
in a jute mill when political par- 
ties were illegal, to form a gov- 
ernment. 

Prime Minister Krishna Prasad 
Bhattarai, the Congress leader 
who headed an interim coalition 
government with the Communists 
after Birendra legalised parties, 
embarrassingly lost by a narrow 
margin to a UML leader in Kat- 
mandu. 

Two monarchist parties. 


formed by powerful figures in the 
partyless system and both called 
the National Democratic Party, 
were virtually wiped out. They 
won a total of four seats. 

Parliament is to meet for the 
first time Tuesday, by when the 
last results should be known from 
remote mountain constitutencies 
where people often walked for 
several hours to vote. 

Congress is then likely to elect 
Koirala as its parliamentary lead- 
er and Birendra is expected to 
summon him to the palace and 
ask him to form a government 

Koirala is the younger brother 
of the late Bishweshwar Prasad 
Koirala, who led Congress to 
power in the last multi-party elec- 
tions in 1959. 

Birendra’s father. King 
Mahendra, staged a palace coup 
in 1960, threw B.P. koirala into 
jail and made political parties 
illegal. 

Mahendra and his son then 
ruled Nepal through a system of 
elected, partyless councils until 
Congress and the Communists 
launched a campaign for West- 
ern-style parliamentary democra- 
cy early last year. 

The tasks before the new gov- 
ernment will be formidable. 

Nepal ranks among the world's 
10 poorest countries and depends 
largely on foreign, aid which 
senior ministers in the interim 
government admitted frankly 
often went astray. 

The landlocked Himalayan na- 
tion must also negotiate a new 
trade and transit treaty with giant 
southern neighbour India. 


15 die in Mexico jail battle 


MATAMOROS, Mexico (AP) 
— The Mexican army was de- 
ployed around a state jail where at 
least 15 inmates were killed Friday 
/light in a turf battle between 
drug smugglers, a south Texas 
.sheriff sat'd. 

The army “sun-ounded the 
perimetre of the jail," Cameron 
County Sheriff Alex Perez said 
across the border in ‘Brownsville, 
Texas. “Mexican police say ev- 
erything's calm. They have not 
gone inside the jail yet." 

Perez had said in an earlier 
telephone interview that “I be- 
lieve the army has taken the jail," 
but he later denied it.. 

The Excelsior News Agency in 
Mexico said at least 13 people 
were killed in what it described as 
a shootout between two gangs of 
prisoners armed with everything 
from machine guns to knives. 

It said bodies littered the entr- 
ance to the Tamaulipas State Jail, 
called El Cerro, after the riot that 


started around 7:30 p.m. (1130 
GMT). 

Raul Olmedo. a group captain 
with the State Judicial Police in 
Mexico City, confirmed that it 
was a battle between inmates 
provoked by an assassination 
attempt. 

One section of the prison - had 
been burned but the fire was out, 
Olmedo said. 

In Texas, Cameron County 
officials stationed police on both 
international bridges to keep 
possible escapees from entering 
the United States „ sard Sheriff's 
Lt. S.R. Garda. Matamoros is 
next to the U.S. -Mexico border 
750 kilometres northeast of Mex- 
ico City. 

“The Federal Judida] Com- 
mander has been in touch with us 
and so far they've got about 15 to 
17 dead inmates," Garcia said. 
Mexican Judicial Police had re- 
moved some of the bodies from 
the prison, he said. 


U.S. aid 
flowing 
again to 
Cambodia 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
aid is beginning to flow again into 
rebel-held Cambodian border 
areas. U.S. officials said Friday.. 
But more help awaits a report on 
bow to assist other parts of the 
Communist-niled country. 

Stale Department officials tes- 
tifying at a congressional hearing 
said the $20 million in annual 
U.S. aid is “a pittance" when 
compared to the needs of the 
war-tom country. 

President George Bush is 
asking for $25 million to help 
Cambodians in the next fiscal 
year, including $S million to assist 
children through United Nations 
and private aid programmes. 

Release of $13 million in pre- 
viously approved aid has been 
held up pending a report from a 
government team sent to Cambo- 
dia to look into how aid can best 
be used to help people in all parts 
of the country. The report is 
expected within a few weeks. 

All U.S. aid to Cambodia had 
been stopped for several months 
amid allegations that some of it 
was going to the Khmer Rouge. 
That Communist group’s repres- 
sive rule in the late 1970s resulted 
in the deaths of more than 1 
million people in executions, 
dvilj unrest and famine. 

U.S. Aid for Internationa] De- 
velopment (AID) officials say 
their assistance is closely moni- 
tored and deny that any of it 
leaked to die Khmer Rouge re- 
sistance. 

Other non-Communist rebel 
groups have complained that the 
cutoff of aid has increased the 
suffering of people in the border 
area, bringing the threat of 
starvation and disease. 

Much of previous aid had gone 
to the non-Communist guerrillas. 
Congress and the Bush adminis- 
tration are trying to work out how 
to benefit needy civilians without 
sending funds to either the gov- 
ernment or the rebels. 

At the same time, U.S. officials 
are working for a United Nations- 
supervised peace in the South 
East Asian country. 

Aid has authorised release of 
$7 million to buy medicine, 
school supplies and tools for peo- 
ple in rebel-held areas. 

In addition, the money fund 
training programmes to give re- 
bels community development 
skills, said Henrietta Holsman 
Fore, assistant administrator of 
Aid's Asian Bureau. 


90 Indian 
troops said 
killed by 
Pakistan 
in Kashmir 

ISLAMABAD (R) — The Pakis- 
tani army killed more than 90 
Indian soldiers in retaliatory fir- 
ing across a ceasefire line in the 
disputed Kashmir region early 
this month, Pakistani newspapers 
said Saturday. 

But a Pakistan army spokes- 
man said be did know how many 
people died on the Indian side in 
artillery duels in the region's 
Keren sector. 

He said officers from both sides 
had met ro ease tensions and no 
serious incident had happened 
since. 

The Pakistani newspaper re- 
ports quoted a local army com- 
mander in the area. If the casual- 
ty figure is correct, the clashes 
would have been the most serious 
between the two countries in re- 
cent years. 

The mass-circulation daily Jang 
quoted the Pakistani commander 
as saying Friday his troops had 
completely destroyed a strategic 
Indian post used to shell civilians 
on the Pakistani side and foiled 
several attempts to rebuild it. 

“The Pakistani army had to 
finally silence the guns on the 
Indian post (at Bugna) in retalia- 
tion to Indian army's indiscrimin- 
ate firing,” PPI news agency 
quoted the commander as saying. 

He said his troops would not 
allow the post to be rebuilt so that 
the road between Muzaffarabad, 
capital of Pakistan-ruled Azad 
(Free) Kashmir, and the border 
town of Kail could remain open. 

The Bugna post could be seen 
from the Pakistani side of the 
ceasefire line, the Jang said. Two 
other Indian posts in the area 
were about 80 per cent destroyed. 

Early this month, Pakistan pro- 
tested to U.N. military observers 
over what it called unprovoked 
Indian shelling . 


ANC 

suspends 
talks with 
De Klerk 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
African National Congress 
(ANC) Saturday suspended pow- 
er-sharing talks with President 
F.W. De Klerk's white govern- 
ment. 

An ANC statement said it 
would shelve political settlement 
talks until De Klerk met the de- 
mands in its ultimatum last month 
for action to end black township 
violence that has claimed about 
800 lives this year. 

“Until such time as progress is 
made in regard to these demands, 
the ANC will not involve itself in 
constitutional discussions with 
the government or in any all- 
parry congress to discuss mechan- 
isms for drawing up a new con- 
stitution," the statement said. 

The ANC statement, read" by 
Secretary General Alfred Nzo, 
said it would launch nationwide 
consumer boycotts, a one-day 
national strike and mass demon- 
strations on June 15 to press its 
demands. 

“Unless the government and 
other parties implicated in the 
violence address this threat 
seriously by moving beyond rhe- 
toric and posturing, unless they 
begin to take concrete and bind- 
ing measures to end the violence, 
all South Africans will be losers," 
the ANC said. 

ANC Deputy President Nelson 
Mandela said in an open letter to 
De Klerk on April 5 he would 
suspend talks on a transition from 
white rule to democracy if seven 
conditions were not met by May 
9. He extended the deadline 
for a week until Thursday. 

The demands included the dis- 
missal of Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vlok and Defence 
Minister Magnus Malan. Other 
demands included a ban on tradi- 
tional weapons carried by Zulu 
tribesmen. 

The government has banned 
some, but not all, weapons used 
by followers of Zulu chief Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi’s Inkatha 
Freedom Party in battles 'against 
the ANC. 

Nzo said the ANC would not 
attend De Klerk’s two-day peace 
summit in Pretoria Friday to seek 
ways to end the township wars, 
but would endorse a similar in- 
itiative by churches. 

Reporting on a seven-hour 
meeting Friday of the polity- 
making National Executive Com- 
mittee, Nzo said the South Afri- 
can Communist Party and the 
Congress of South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU) had also 
agreed to boycott De Klerk's 
conference. 

“A peace conference must be 
a serious affair and not merely a 
symbolic event. Agreements with 
enforcement mechanism need to 
be reached on such areas as a 
code of conduct for aJI political 
parties, a code of conduct for the 
security forces... and a compre- 
hensive approach for reconstruc- 
tion,’' he said. 

The ANC called for a worl- 
dwide day of fasting on May 22 in 
support of political prisoners in 
the third week of a hunger strike 
to demand adherence to an 
agreement with Pretoria last year 
for their release by April 30. 

“The government has dragged 
its feet for two weeks beyond the 
deadline... we are outraged at the 
cruelty with which some of the 
hunger strikers have been tre- 
ated... we demand their immedi- 
ate release," its statement said. 


Major accuses Labour of 
waging campaign of lies 


PETERBOROUGH. England 
(AP) — Prime Minister John 
Major, smarting from the third 
electoral setback since be took 
office in November, accused the 
opposition Labour Party of wag- 
ing a campaign of lies. 

Labour whipped the governing 
party in a by-election Thursday in 
the Welsh district of Monmouth, 
which had been controlled by the 
Conservatives for 25 years. 

The result appeared to rule out 
any prospect of Major calling a 
general election next month, a 
year before the government's 
five-year term expires. 

Labour candidate Huw Ed- 
wards, 38. a college lecturer, 
received 17.732 votes. Tory 
candidate Roger Evans, a 44- 
year-old lawyer from London, 
polled 15,327. 

The candidate of the centrist 
Liberal Democratic Party, 
schoolteacher Frances David, 58, 
received 11.164 votes. The Tory 
candidate had won by 9.340 votes 
in the last parliamentary election. 

In Monmouth. Labour focused 
its campaign on a government 
plan to shakeup Britain’s free 
National Health Service, which 
the Conservatives say is meant to 
improve efficiency. 

However. Labour said the new 
policy of allowing state-funded 
hospitals to be run by trustees 
would remove the institutions 
from the health service. 

"It was a carefully prepared, 
carefully scripted lie," Major told 
reporters during a visit to Peter- 
borough in central England. 

Labour Party leaders said the 
victory marked a turning point 
for their party after 12 years of 
Conservative rule. 

“It is a government which has 
run out of time and run out of 
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trust." Labour leader Neil Kin- 
node told a party rally in the 
Welsh town of Llandudno Friday 
evening. 

The Conservatives, or Tories, 
had fought hard to save the 
Welsh parliamentary district, 
which they controlled since 1966. 
Turnout was high — 76 per cent 
— in Thursday's voting. 

The election, caused by the 
death of the previous legislator, 
came two weeks after the Tories 
lost nearly one-fifth of their seats 
to opposition parties in local gov- 
ernment elections in England and 
Wales. The Conservatives also 
tost the only other by-election 
held since December in a district 
that had been considered a Tory 
stronghold. 

The conservatives' big majority 
in the 650-member House of 
Commons has scarcely been de- 
nted by the by-elections, howev- 
er-. 

Before the voting in Mon- 
mouth, the Conservatives had 
371 seats. Labour 229 and the 
Liberal Democrats 21. The rest 
were held by minority regional 
parties. 


Moscow ready for early 
pullout from Germany 


BONN (R) — Moscow is ready to 
pull all its troops out of east 
Germany before a 1994 deadline 
set down in German unification 
agreements with Bonn, a Soviet 
defence official was quoted as 
saying Saturday. 

“We would prefer to withdraw 
all our troops immediately and not 
wait until 1994," Leonid Sharin, 
chairman of the .Soviet parlia- 
ment's Defence and State Secur- 
ity Committee, told Germany’s 
Biid Am Sonntag newspaper. 

"The presence of Soviet sol- 
diers on German soil has no 
military strategic meaning for the 
Soviet Union any more." he said 
in the interview released before 
publication Sunday. 

“As soon as the technical pre- 
conditions have been met, they 
will be gone." 

About 380,000 Soviet troops 
were stationed in east Germany. 
Their installations covered an 
estimated two per cent of its 
territoiy. 

Bonn said Wednesday with- 
drawal was proceeding on sche- 
dule and about 44,000 troops had 
left. 

About 100,000 Soviet soldiers 
and 50,000 family members are 
due to leave this year. Withdraw- 
als are due to continue until the 
end of 1994, under the agreement 
which paved the way to German 
unification last October. 

Sharin said one condition for 
early withdrawal was the con- 
struction of 36,000 flats for Soviet 
forces returning from east Ger- 
many and other former Commun- 
ist allies in Eastern Europe where 
they are no longer welcome. 

Building should have begun in 
March but is behind schedule. 


Bonn, which promised to pay 
7.8 billion marks ($4.5 billion) to 
build the flats under the with- 
drawal agreement. is rowing with 
Moscow over whose firms should 
build them. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl ex- 
pected the contracts would be 
awarded to ailing ^East German 
firms desperate for work. Mos- 
cow, learning five market ways as 
the West has urged, asked cheap- 
er Finnish and Turkish firms to 
build the first 3,000 units. 

A parliamentary spokesman 
for Kohl's Christian Democrats, 
said Saturday the government 
was confident talks with Moscow 
Monday would end' the dispute 
with an agreement that East Ger- 
man firms should be “suitably 
involved" in building the rest. 

Boon has said it will not pay up 
until it is happy. 

Sharin said Warsaw’s reluct- 
ance to let Soviet troops cross 
Polish territory on their way 
borne meant many had to return 
across the Baltic Sea, pushing up 
the cost by one to two billion 
marks ($0.6 to $1.2 billion). 

He said he hoped Germany 
would buy back vacated Soviet 
army installations for some 20 
billion marks ($1.2 billion). 

Bonn is worried these bases 
will lumber it with a nightmare of 
environmental pollution costing 
tens of billions of marks to put 
right. There is tittle chance of 
getting the economically decaying 
Soviet Union to pay. 

Sharin suggested a joint com- 
mission should look into the cost 
of the pollution — but said Mos- 
cow would counter with a bill for 
damage caused by Nazi forces 
during World War II. 


Canada to toughen already strict gun control 


TORONTO (API — Facing a 
rise in violent crime and growing 
public support for action. Justice 
Minister Kim Campbell is prepar- 
ing another attempt to strengthen 
the nation's already strict gun- 
control laws. 

Ms. Campbell's first bid to 
change the 1978 gun codes was 
diverted to a House of Commons 
committee last year after hunters, 
marksmen and others protested 
to Conservative parliament mem- 
bers, many from the rural west. 
The measure died with the end of 
the parliamentary session. 

But a recent nationwide poll 
indicates 79 per cent of Cana- 
dians think gun control should be 
tightened. 

The dimate parallels that in the 
United States, where most Amer- 
icans favour gun control but Con- 
gress has been heavily lobbied by 
the National Rifle Association to 
defeat restrictive legislation. In a 
signal of change last week, the 
lower house of Congress 
approved the so-called Brady 
Bill, which requires a seven-day 
waiting period to buy a firearm. 

The bill was named after James 
Brady, former President Ronald 
Reagan’s press secretary, who 
was shot in the head and left 
disabled in the 1981 attempt on 
Reagan's life. 

The Canadian government is 
considering proposing a 28-day 


waiting period and a ban on 
automatic weapons and sub- 
machine guns, among other mea- 
sures. 

The new Canadian law, which 
Ms. Campbell can file at any 
time, will likely pass if it comes 
up in the House of Commons, 
where Conservatives hold 159 of 
the 295 seats. 

“It’s just a matter of finalising 
the proposals,’’ Rr'ck Mosley, the 
Justice Ministry's senior general 
counsel for criminal Jaw policy, 
said Thursday. 

Compared with its southern 
neighbour, the crime problem in 
this nation of 26 million people is 
dwarfed. 

There were about 23,600 mur- 
ders in the United States last 
year, an average of 65 a day, 
according to FBI figures. 

In Canada, there were 637 
homicides last year, down 20 
from 657 in 1989. In Metropolitan 
Toronto, which has a population 
of about 3.5 million, there were 
55 homicides in 1990, including 
six by handguns, three by “other 
guns." Five people were killed by 
rocks. 

Bui handgun-related offenses 
rose from 1,093 in 1988 to 1.820 
in 1990; armed robberies were up 
from 337 to 648, and assaults with 
a weapon increased from 43 to 
62. 

"Campared with the United- 


States, the situation is night and 
day," said Mosley. 

“In the U.S , handgun homi- 
cides are a serious problqpi. They 
are much less so here," he added. 
“Ever since we adopted the gun 
control programme in 1978 there 
has been a steady decline in total 
number of firearms homicides as 
well as handgun homicides." 

Handguns in Canada already 
are under very heavy control, ft is 
difficult to get a permit and even 
harder to transport it anywhere. 
For example, a special permit is 
needed just to cany a handgun 
from the shop to the police sta- 
tion to register it. 

But under the present law, 
anybody 16 older can buy a gun if 
he obtains a certificate, unless a 
police check reveals a criminal or 
violent record. 

The parliamentary committee 
studying the gun-control measure 
issued its report earlier this year 
and a number of its proposals are. 
said to be under consideration by* 
the Justice Ministry. 

The committee suggested a 
raise in the certificate fee from 
$10 to $50 and requirement that 
applicants provide two personal 
references, a photograph and 
wait 28 days to allow police - inves- 
tigation. 

It also proposed banning all 
automatic weapons except for 
police or military use. Also out- 


lawed would be semi-automatic 
assault weapons, such as AK-47s 
and Uzis. Magazines would be 
limited to five-rounds for rifles 
and shotguns and 20 rounds for 
handguns. 

Concern abcTui these weapons 
jumped when Marc Lepine used 
an assault rifle and two 30-round 
magazines in his attack at Mon- 
treal’s Ecole Polytechnique in 
which he killed 14 women in 
December 1989. 

The committee also called for 
requiring arms certificate appli- 
cants to pass a test on the safe 
handling of weapons. 

Wendy Cukier, president of 
the Coalition for Gun Control, 
called a news conference 
Wednesday to complain that leg- 
islative action was not’ being 
taken fast enough. 

“It is not dear to os that there 
is unanimity in cabinet with re- 
spect to tougher gun control leg- 
islation,'* she said. “We are not 
persuaded we are getting legisla- 
tion in short order. “ 

Tougher legislation is also 
backed by most law enforcement 
groups. 

“Our position has been fairly 
consistent that anything to furth- 
er strengthen gun control we are 
very much in support of." said 
Fred Sdiultz. executive director 
of the Canadian Assodation of 
Police Chiefs. 



Mexican becomes \ 
New Miss Universe 

LAS VEGAS (R) — Lupita 
Jones of Mexico, competing 
against 72 women from around 
the world, won the Miss Universe 
title at the pageant’s 40th a nnua l 
competition. Jones, 25, replaced 
Norway's Mona Gxudt, who won' 
the title last year. The Mexican 
received the loudest ovation from 
7,500 people attending the two- 
hour gala held in this Nevada 
gambling resort city. Pauline 
Huizinga of the Netherlands 
came second and Yulia Lemigova 
of the Soviet Union third. 
Siobhan McGafferty of Ireland 
won the most photogenic categ- 
ory, Monique Lindesay of the 
U.S. Virgin Islands the most con- 
genial and Miribd Gutierrez of 
Colombia was picked for . best 
national costume. Representa- 
tives from 73 countries, including 
first-time entries from Bulgaria 
and Romania, competed in the 
event which was televised to 
more than 600 million viewers in 
60 countries. 

Couple marries 
nearly 50 years 
after engagement 

HAMILTON, New Jersey (AP) 
— A wartime romance between a 
U.S. Marine and a New Zealand 
woman has endured the test of 
time to end in marriage nearly 50 
years after the couple were en- 
gaged. Bob Zorn, 71, and Joan 
Calder, 69, were married Thurs- 
day in Moninsville, on New Zea- 
land’s North Island, sealing their 
engagement of 1943. The couple 
met when Zurn was in Wellington 
on leave from the Second Divi- 
sion of the U.S. Marine Corps. 
Ms. Calder was a university stu- 
dent and part of a wartime enter- 
tainment troupe. The couple be- 
came engaged, but Zuro was 
suddenly called back into combat 
in World War IX. After he re- 
turned to the United States, they 
drifted apart and formed happy 
marriages with other partners. 
Zorn, who became a widower 
three years ago, put an appeal 
over an Auckland radio station in 
Marcii to find his former 
sweetheart. After making contact 
with Ms. Calder, who was 
widowed six years ago, he flew to 
New Zealand. He arrived on the 
evening of April 1*1 and proposed 
the next day. Ms. Calder believes 
it was the poignancy of first love 
that drew them back together 
nearly 50 years later, “There was 
something there that we never 
really forgot," she said. 

Menem’s Ferrari 
fails to find bidders 

BUENOS AIRES (AP) — Presi- 
dent Carlos Menem's bright red 
Ferrari, a gift of Italian business- 
men, went on the block — and 
stayed there when the public 
failed to bid. A base price equiva- 
lent to $120,000 had been set for 
the Ferrari 348 TB Rosso Corea 
at the weekly auction at the Ban- 
co Ciudad, where the car had 
been on display for ten days. 
Auctioneer Jorge Brnsco’s 
energetic appeals were .met with 
silence by the public and he was 
obliged to cancel the auction. 
Bank manager Armando Sueldo 
earlier had predicted a quick sale 
for the car, which has become 
known as “the presidential Fer- 
rari," and anticipated a winning 
bid topping $200,000. A law bars 
the president from accepting gifts 
while in office and Menem agreed 
to sell it. The proceeds were to 
have gone to a special govern- 
ment social welfare fund. 

Syphilis epidemic 
continues in U.S. 

ATLANTA (R) — The worst 
epidemic of syphilis recorded in 
U.S. history continued unchecked 
during 1990, the U.S. Centres for 
Disease Control (CDC) reported. 
Inits weekly .report on diseases, 
CDC said the number of primary 
and secondary syphilis cases di- 
agnosed last year increased nine 
per cent over 2989. Moreover, 
the current level of syphilis in the 
general population, 20 cases per 
100,000 people, was die highest 
ance 1949. Syphilis had been on 
the decline in the United States 
until 1985, when a decades-long 
trend suddenly reversed itself. 
Most researchers have said syphi- 
lis is rising because of the increas- 
ing number of people willing to 
trade sex for drugs, particularly 
CTack cocaine. But Dr. Ruth Ann 
Dunn, a CDC: medical 
epid emiologist, said she was not 
certain the rise was related to 
drugs. It s been easy to blame it. 
on crack cocaine since it became 
available in the early 1980s. But a 
minority of the people we studied 
actually were crack users." Dunn 
tailed the current epidemic, “the 
largest increase since we started 
keeping records in 1941.” 


